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(ww) 
To the Pari hioners of Wintringham. 


My dear friends and neighbours, 

 FAving drawn up thele Lectures 
LF upon the Church-catechiim, 
chiefly tor your benefit, and in dil- 
charge of my office amongit you ; I 
now take this method of making them 
better known to you, and wou'd glid- 
ly beſpeak your favourable attention 
to them. Which I have the more 
renſon to hope for, as I can truly ſay 
they are pubiiſhed by the advice, and 
at the repeated requeſt, of ſome per- 
ſons of knowledge and experience 
who judged they might be of {ſervice 
to the cauſe of Religion. 

[ commend you to God's bleſſing 
in the reading of them; in whole 
hands a well- meant attempt may be to 
you, and gthers the ſavour of life un- 
tolic; ay Wich my hearty prayers 
that it may be io, de ou to-accept 
this 5 Bio Kit Se 4 my. re; ot 
and concert for you 5; Who am 


Your ſervant in the Lord. 
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The Reader is deſr'd to correct the following 
miſtakes, occaſioned Ly the Auther's witance from 
the Preſs. 


Page io, 1. 14 for end or deſgn, r. end aud deſign. 
13 1 24. for are, r. 95. 
1, 1. 25. l-ave out made, 
18, }. 21, for a knowledge, r, the knowledge, 
22, I. 1, for ſeperate, r. ſep-'rate. 
32, l 21, ſer in the fleſh, r. dre Hill in 
the fleſh, 
34, 1. 24, for continue it, r. continue 772 * 
I. 28, for hoe, r. αν ft. 
50, Note, I. +, r. the reality Hit. 
62, 1. 15, for a /oad of fin, r. a charge of fin. 
66, | 3, for fund like, r. ſo unlike. 
70, I. 22, for ex:uſe, r chute, 
$1, 1. 28, for nor only, r. and not only. 
86, J. 25, for helpleſs, r. helplettnels. 
90, J. 18, for circumciſion, r. circumciiion, 
94, l. 25, for ect, r. repent. 
90, 22, for ſo as your wills, r. ſo as Fog 
Voir Wil's, 
304, 1. 16, for propitiatory /:fe, r. propiia- 
1 10 22 H. 
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PREFACE: 


of the Reader, by way of Pretace. 

e is, that if he is a real chriſtian, 
preſſing into the Kingdom of God, he 
wou'd not quarrel with me tor a form of 
4 expreſſion, or peculiarity of opinion; 
differing perhaps from his, in one or 
more points, not ot the eſſence of religi- 
on; bat that we may ſtrengthen one a- 
nother's hands in the great point of turn- 
ing to God, according to the faith of 
; Chriſt, in the way of an inward work, 
| under the intluences of the Spirit, | 


I Have only one or two things to deſire 
n 


4 FE 


; The other is, that if he be a Forma- 
liſt, or outward profeſſor only, and has 
A3 never 
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never been ſtir'd up to ſeek after the 
Redemption that 18 by Chriſt, in the 
deep ground of his heart ; he wou'd con- 
fider ſertoutlly with himſelf, whether 
Religion, according to the plain mean- 
ing of the Bible, is not Converſion ? and 
whether any kind of religion, which 
leaves him juſt where it found him, with- 
out working any change of his tempers, 
and aſlections, can be plcaling to God, 
or a ground ct his preſent and tuture 
happinels? 


Practical 
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ch | Practica, LECTURES 
f Upon the 
Church-Catechiſm. 
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1 Def gn, with God's 8 to go over 


the 8 with you 


brietly. 
Not ſo much in the way of an 


Expoſition, as to teach you how to ap- 
ply it, and bring it home to yourſelves; 
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by turning it into ſo many heads of ſel +» 


examination. 


That, if it pleaſe God, we may ſee 


and conſider whether we have yet made 
a right uſe of the excellent iaſtruction 
afforded us in it; by lay ing it up in our 
hearts, and converting it into the nou- 
riſhmeat ofour fouls. To give you ſome 
underſtanding of what I mean, 

The Church-catechiſm is a ſhort and 
plain inſtruction in theſe ſeveral Points. 


1. The Chriſtian. Covenant. 2. The 


Chriſtian Faith. 3. The Chriſtian O- 
bedience. 4 The Chriſtian Prayer. 


5. The Chriſtian Sacraments. Now, 


Do you remember ſo much as the 


words of this ſhort inſtruction? and it 


you do, have you a proper underſtand- 


ing ot it ? Did you ever meet with any 


difficulties in it? and if you did, was you 
care ful and deſirous to get them remo=- 
ved? Alas! alas! I fear many of thoſe 
to whom ] am ſpeaking, cannot truly ſay 
thus much tor themſelves God help us 
the while! for it is a ſad reproach to us 
who call ourſelves Chriſtians, and wou'd 
take it ill not to be thought ſo, to be fo 
ignorant of the great truths of our moſt 
holy Religion, as we generally A 

ut 
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But now obſerve what I ſay. If we had 
never ſo pexfect a knowledge ot it, and 
of all the particvlars of our duty, yet 
if this be all if we reſt here with 
all our pains we have done juſt nothing. 
Our knowledge is ſtill in the head 
where it can do us no good. 

The end of all divine knnowledge is 
practice, and ſclf-application, It is in- 
tended to be the touchſtone of tlie heart. 
Thete it is that it muſt do it's work in 
us; and there it is that we muſt work 
with It. | 

It I have a right underſtanding of the 
Chriſtian Covenant, do I willingly receive 
it, and have I enter'd into it in the pre- 
ſence of God ? 

It we know what we mean, when we 
ſay We believe all the Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith, — do we alſo believe 
to the ſaving of the Soul? Heb. x. 39, Do 
we content ourſelves with barely belie- 
ving ; or only thinking that we belicve, 
when indeed we do not; or is our Faith 
a living, working principle in us; from 
God; producing Chriſtian Obedience, and 
all the truits of a holy converſation ? 

We all know that prayer is a duty of 
the higheſt importance. And perhaps 

| AS we 
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we may go ſo far toward the quieting of 
conſcience, as to uſe ſome daily form ot 
prayer. But is our prayer an inward work? 
is it the prayer of the heart from what 
we feel of our miſery and corruption? 
Do we ask ſpiritual bleſſings of God, 
with the ſame true, earneſt deſire, that 
a perſon ready to periſh with hunger 
wou'd ask for bread; as knowing with- 


in ourſelves that we are undone, if God 


does not grant what we pray tor ? 
We ſay, the Chriflian Sacraments are 
neceſlary to ſalvation. But do we look 


well to the end or deſign of them? 
Have we, fince we came to years of 


diſcretion, turn'd our Baptiſm into a 
true covenanting with God? Is the ſz- 
crament of the Lord's Supper precious 
in our eyes; as the memorial ot Chriſt's 
body broken, and his blood ſhed for ns, 
by which alone we obtain remiſſion of our 
ſins? Do we come to it with holy de- 
fires, and hearts full of gratitude; as the 
token and ſeal of God's mercies to us in 


Chriſt? And dowe uſe it as a means of 


grace, and of building ourſelves up in 
our moſt holy faich? | 
Thus it is we ſhould draw nouriſhment 


from<cripture; from Sermons; and * 
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(111) 
all kinds of religious inſtruction. And 


it we do not thus bring all we learn home 
to ourſelves, it will be no better to us 
than an idle tale. If we had never-1o 
exact a knowledge of the way of ſalva- 
tion, and of all the points of Chriſtian 
doctrine, it wou'd be the ſame to us as 
no knowledge; it will never bring us 
one jot nearer to God, and the Chriſti- 
an happineſs. I he one thing neceſſary 
is converſion; and converſion comes by 
ſelt-application 3 I mean, as begun, and 
carried on by rhe Holy Spit. 

In this view then, 1 ſhall ſpeak to you 
for a few Sundays upon our Church= 
catechiſm. As l told you before, at this 
time, rather to entorce than explain it. 
A word or two in ſeaſon, it it pleaſes 
God, may reach your hearts ; and that 
is what I aim at. 

'The firſt of the 5 parts which I told 
you the Catechiſm is divided into, is the 
Chriſtian Covenant, We are told, what 
is God's part of this Covenant, and what 
is ours. What he does, and will do for 
us, and What we engage on our parts to 
do for ourſelves; or rather conſent, and 
de ſire He ſhould do in us. Heb. viii. 10.12, 
God's part of this covenant is, That all 

2 6 who 
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who truly take upon themſelves the pro- 
feſſion of the Chriſtian religion by bap- 
tiſm, are made Members of Chriſt, Chil- 
dren of God, and Inberitors of the King= 
dom of heaven. s 

Know for certain, that it is an unſpea- 
kable mercy of God to man, in his con- 
demned, fallen ftate, thus to prevent 
him with his goodneſs. To offer him 
a covenant of peace; to forgive his ſins; 
to take us into himſelf by Chriſt ; to make 
us his- children by adoption, and heirs 
ot everlaſting lite. I ſay again, unſpea- 
kably great is the mercy of God towards 
us! Indeed ſo great as almoſt to ſtag- 
ger our belief of it. When we conlider 
our own unworthineſs, we can hardly 
perſwade ourſelves of the truth of what 
is told us. But that it is fo, we may be 
tully aſſur'd by theſe plain Scriptures, 
amongſt many others. — For as the bo- 
dy is cue, and hath many members, and all 
the menibers of That one body, being many, 
are ove body; fo alſo is Chriſt ; for by one 
ſpirit we are all baptif*d into one body. 
1 Cor. xii. 12. 13. We are members of 
bis body, of his fleſh and of bis bones. Eph. 
v. 30. We are all the children of God by 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus; for as many of you 
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as have been bajtiſed into Chriſt, dave put 
on Chrift. Gal. iii. 26, 27. Aud if chil- 
aren, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint- 
heirs with Chriſt. Rom. viti. 17. 

And the meaning ot all ſuck expreſſions 
as theſe is, That we, who arc by nature 
children of wrath ; dead in treſpaſſes 
and ſins; and utterly unable by any will 
or power of our own, to help ourſelves 
out of our wietched condition of weak=- 
neſs, corruption, and total alienation 
trom the lite of God ; are, by being ta- 
ken into Chriſt, made partakers ot his 
nature; as a limb, or member, has the 
ſame nature with, and is nouriſhed by 
it's body, or a branch by the tree to 
which it belongs. God fees us in Chriſt 
as parts, or members of his body; or as 
he does Chriſt himſclf. And pronounces 
of the whole body — Chriſt the head, 
with all his members——This is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. 
By virtue of our union with Chriſt, we 
ſtand betore God clear of all blame; are 
children and ſervants of his tamily and 
kingdom ; to have a new heavenly life 
and nature wrought into us by by the in- 
dwelling of his Spirit ; to be enabled by 
continual ſupplies of his grace, to walk 

wortby 
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worthy of the vocation wherewith we ant 
called; (Eph. iv. 1) and be made meet to 
be partakers M the inheritance ef the ſaints 
iu light. Col. i. 12. 

Well then; is all this glad tidings to 
your fainting ſoul? A welcome and ſea- 
ſonable relief to you in your periſhing 
condition? And do you indeed value 
theſe priviledges more than all the world? 


Or are you carcleſs and unawaken'd, and 


altogether ignorant of theſe matters ? 
Or do you reſolve to truſt to your bap- 
tiſm tho? you neither conlider the terms, 
nor look after the bleſhngs, nor make 
good the engagements of it? You lay, 
you are a member of Chriſt. Then you 
have received the forgiveneſs of your lins, 
For no man can be a member of Chriſt 
in his natural ſtare, and with the guilt 
of his ſins upon him. But are you in 
him by a true and living faith; nouriſh- 
ed by him as a member of his body, and 
growing up in him into a new man? 


Was there ever a time when you came 


to him with hearty concern, or earneſt 
delire, for the remiſhoa of your ſins ? 
And did you ever apply it to yourſelf, 
and beg of God to apply it to you; as 
an ineſtimable mercy, and nothing os 

| than 
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than life from the dead? You fay, you 
are a child of God. But is your heart 
towards God, as the heart of a loving, 
and obebient child, is towards it's father? 
deliring to pleaſe him, tearing to oflend 
him, and reſign'd to his will? You 
ſay, you are an Inheritor of the kingdom 
of heaven. But is the bent of your de- 
fire towards your heavenly inheritance? 
Do you chuſe it for your portion? And 


reſolve, by the grace of God, to ſecure 


your title to it, whatever becomes of 
your concerns in this world ?- 

Dearly beloved, uit ſo far as we are 
acquainted with ſuch an inward work as 
this, will our baptiſm be a benefit and a 
bleſſing to us, But if we only learn the 
words of our Catechiſm when we are 
children; and ſoon forget it; and think 
no more ot it; at leſt not in the way I 
am ſhewing you; our baptiſm is no 
baptiſm, - Jet us be baptiſed when 
we will; whether in our intancy, 
or at man's eſtate. Unleſs we can be 
Members of Chriſt, Children of 


God, and Inheritors of the Kingdom ot 

heaven, without knowing what it is to 
be ſo, or ever concerning ourſelves about 
it ; Os at the ſame that we ate ſlaves of 
2 1 fin, 
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fin, and have a heart for nothing but 
the world. 

Learn then to apply the Catechiſm in 
this manner. Search the Scriptures toge= 
ther with it. Think with yourſclves, 
that if you are not members of Chrift, Ec. 
by your own act and deed, and by a real 
covenanting with him, when you ate of 


age for it, you are undone for ever, 


And then think with yourſelves, whether 
you are to now, or have any deſire to be 
ſo. And may God convince you of the 
greatneſs, and neceſſity, of the ſalvation 
offer'd you in Chriſt, and bleſs you in 
your endeavours of turning to him. 
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Have told you that my deſign in 
ſpeaking to you upon the Church- 
catechiſm, is not only to explain it 
Where it may be neceſſary; but chiefly 
to teach you how to apply it; and by 


means of it to bring the matter betwixt 
© God and your ſouls to ſome iſſue. 


And I pray God you may not deceive 
yourſelves with a vain hope of being 
Chriſtians, or in a way to obtain the 
chriſtian reward ; when perhaps many of 


you do not ſo much as remember the 


words of this ſhort inſtruction ; or if 
you do, content yourſelves with barely 
knowing it, without bringing it home 
to yourſelves, and examining y our con- 
ſciences hy it. 

Short as it is, let me tell you it con- 
tains matters of very high concernment 
to us; and therefore what we had need 
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be well grounded in; if we expect any 


benefit, or comfort from our religion, 
The chief points it offers to our confi- 
deration and belief, are ſuch as the wiſeſt 
men upon earth could never have arrived 
to a knowledge of, without the help of 
God. But what, now they are revealed, 
all with his help may, and upon the pe- 
ril of their ſouls, muſt know ; let them 
be never ſo ſimple, and unlearned. All 
conſiſts in a willing and well diſpos'd 
1 mind ; for ſuch God himſelf will teach, 
[1h by putting his laws into their minds, and 


| 

| | Writing them upon their hearts. Heb. viii, 
1 10. And if any are ignorant of what is 
neceſſary to ſalvatien, when they have 
i ſuch a teacher to go to; let them pre= _ 
1 tend what they will, there can be but 
one true reaſon for it, viz. That in e 
| bottom of their hearts, they do not de- 
_ fire a knowledge of his ways. 
1 The ſeveral parts into which the Ca- 
1 techiſm may be divided, are, 1. The 
Ml | Chriſtian Covenant. 2. The Chriſtian 

Faith. 3. The Chriſtian Obedience. 

4. The Chriſtian Prayer. F. The Chriſ- 

an Sacraments. | 1 
The iſt. of theſe is the Chriſtian Co- I 
venant, And God's part of this Cove- 7 
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nant we are told is this That all who 
truly take upon themſelves the profeſſi- 
on of Chriſt's religion in baptiſm, are 


Members of Chrift ; Children of G; In- 


heritors of the Kingdom of heaven. And 


fit you remember what 1 told you of the 


great and unſpeakable mercy of being 


| taken into God's Family and Kingdom, 
as well-beloved children; when we were 


dead in treſpaſſes and fins ; members of 


the Devil's Kingdom; and cou'd do no- 
thing to help ourſelves in our ſad condi- 
tion of miſery and corruption: That by 
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virtue of our union with Chriſt, we are 


* 


partakers of his nature, of his life, ho- 
lineſs and ſonſhip; and looked upon by 
God as ſuch; as parts, or members of 
Chriſt's body, in whom He is well plea- 
ſed: Ifay, if yourightly nnderſtaud this, 
and eſpecially if God has given you the 
grace to apply it, you will be diſpoſed, 
and defirous to know what is your part 
of this Covenant ; and what you mult do 


| to ſecure your title to ſuch invaluable 


bleſſings, 
And for certain, our part of this blef- 


ſed Covenant is no other than what is 


here told us, viz. That we are to renounce 


; the Devil and all his works; the pomps 


1 


and 


— —— - 


— — 
——— — 


© 9 —— - c- — == ” — — — -—_ 
— — ” nd — - 
7 by = * 
—̃ — . — — — ä — — 
4 8 — — . _—_ - 


— JI 
= * 


Awe” ew. Mite, 


_— 3 54 * 
23 — 


the ſinful luſis of the fleſh. To believe all 
the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith: To 


and all his works ——T hat wicked Spi- 
rit, whom the Scripture calls the Prince, 
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and vanities of this wicked world; and all 


keep Goa's holy will and commandments, | 
and to walk in the ſame all the days of our | 
lives. — A ſhort word upon each of 
theſe heads by way of explanation, may 
be as much as is neceſſary. If the heart 
is ready, the underſtanding is toon in- 
formed. But ſo long as That continues 


harden'd, or ſlow ot belief, no inftruc- 
tion either of God or man will take 


place. | 
1. Ve promiſe to renounce the Devil 


Jo. xiv, 30. and the God of this world, 
2 Cor. iv, 4. Becauſe this world, by 
the permiſſion of God, is the place where 
he cxerts his power and malice; and be- 
cauſe by the ſin of our firſt parents, he 


has gotten but too great a dominion o- 


ver the ſouls of men, and leads tco 
many 4 them captive at his will. 2. Tim. 
ii, 26. Together with the whole 
crew of fallen Angels; whom he drew 
after him in his revolt, and rebellion a- 
gainſt God. And who, as St. Jude tells us, 
are reſerved in everlaſting chains under dar- 
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7 neſs, unto the judgment of the great day. 


ver. 6. From whence we learn, that there 
is a large company of wicked Spirits, 


2? who are fallen from God, and have loſt 
their happineſs for ever. What their 
particular crime was, I don't know 
that Scripture any where informs us. 
* But we haie reaſon to believe it was 
Pride. A caſting off their dependance 
upon God; and a proud imagination to 
be great end powertcl, wiſe and happy 
in their own ſtrength. This was actual- 
ly the ſnare he laid for our firſt parents. 
Ie /ball be as Gods, &c. Gen. iii, 5. 
4 


He knew but too well how ſucceſsſul an 
} engine it would be to compaſs their ruin, 
and therefore probably it was the fin b 

which he tel! himſelf. And beſides, we 
know that nothing ſo fatally ſeperates be- 
.\ tween God and the creature, as pride; 
+I mean a proud conceit of our own 
+ ſtrength, wiſdom, or righteouſneſs. And 
nothing can preſerve our union with God, 
or promote our return to Him, but Hu- 
| mility. Let this be a warning to us; 


and keep us very low in our own eyes. 


But what it concerns us more eſpecially 
to know of the Devil, and his angels, is, 


? firſt, That ſin, perſiſted in, will as cer- 
I tainly 
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tainly ſeperate us for ever from God, as 
it has done them; and as certainly ex- 

oſe us to the vengeance of eternal fire. 
Secondly, That their nature is ſo whol- 
ly changed from hat it was, that inſtead 
of being good, and happy, and glorious 
creatures, as. they once were, they are 
now, crucl and revengeful ; full of ha- 
tred, and ſpite, and malice to God, and 
to his whole creation, They take plea- 
fure in making tools and ſlaves of as ma- 
ny as they can. They employ all their 
pains, and ſtrength, and ſubtlety, in de- 
cetving and ruining mankind ; and in a 
perpetual war againit God and goodne fs, 
And therefore we ate under a neceſſity 
of renouncing either God or them. We 
muſt abhor their nature; dread their 

ower; and guard againſt their wiles. 

t we wou'd be the children of God, and 
heirs of his kingdom, we mutt be faithtul 
in our allegiance, and ſubjection to him: 
We muſt fight manfully againſt his, and 
our great enemies ; and reſolve, by the 
grace of God, to keep ourſelves at the 
_ greateſt diſtance from all thoſe accurſed 
tempers, which make the Devil what he 
is; are a Preſent hell within us, and 
will be our tormentors for ever: viz. 
pride 
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pride, malice, envy, revenge, lying, and 
*Zevil-ſpeaking ; from which laſt quality, 
it you do not know it, the Devil has his 
fk 


name. For the word | Devil | ſignifics a 
Slanderer, or Evil-ſpeaker. 
2. We alſo promiſe to renounce the pomps 
and vanities of this wicked world. Aud, 
3, all the finful luſts of the fleſh. I will 
tell you brictly what I think we are to 
underſtand by theſe expreſſions, 
The World is wicked, as lying in wick- 
Vedneſs. Jo. v. 19. hat is to lay, as the 
generality of thoſe who live in it at all 
| ny are either engaged in vain and 


ſinful purſuits; or greedy of what they 


call the good things of it; making them 
the chief end and aim of their living; 
getting them too often by unlawiul me- 
thods ; or however, ſpending all their time 
and pains about them, ſo as tobe torgettul 
of their eternal intereſt, and the great 
end of their creation. And the things 
of this world, great abundance cf the 
conveniences of life; it's riches, honours, 
and pleaſures, are ſtiled pomps and vani- 
ies; as having a gaudy appearance; 


dazling the ſenſes; and looking fair to 
eyes of fleſh and blood. But without 
ny real worth and goodneſs in them; 
13 . - 
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contributing nothing to the true happi- 
neſs ot man; but tor the moſt part hi- 
ding it from him, and depriving him of 
it, And theretore to be ſuſpected ; de- 
fired with moderation; and uſed with 
caution. As having a tatal tendency to 
ſteal away the hcart, and draw off our 
afſections from God. 

In this ſence thereſore the world is to 
be renounced, delſpifed, dreaded, ab- 
hor'd that is, all much thoughts con- 
cerning it, ways of uſing it, or living in 
it, as may any ways hinder, prejudice, 
or ruin our future happineſs. The foun- 
dation of which, according to the whole 
tenor of Scripture, muſt neceffarily be 
laid here, in ſuch holy aflections as are 
ſuitable to it, 


3- By the Fleſh, you are to underſtand, ' 


according to the general uſe of That 
word in ſcripture, the old man; the na- 


tural man; the whole nature of man, 


ſoul and body, in his preſent degenerate, 
fallen ſtate ; as deſpoiled of the Image 
of God, in which he was made ; as turn- 
ed from God, and giving the ſtrength 
of his heart to the creatures ; darkened 
in his underſtanding ; corrupt in his will; 


and ſo long as he continues turned from 
God 
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cd in the bent of his defires and affec 
tions, neccilarily lintul 5 and tending 


WL 8 BS. 


| a to miſery. ¶Sce Dr. Bray, | 
And the Feb with it's /inful luſts is 
. to be renounced ; that is to ſay, the ſtate 


here deſcribed, and continuance in it, 
is above all things in the world to 
r ; | {1 { 

he dreaded; as diſpleating to God, 
and the dcath of the ſoul: And the 
lingle aim, earneit delire, endeavour, 
and application of the whole man is 


0 Sto be tuined aganſt it, and a ſtrong 
cry raiſed in the h-art after delive- 
| "France from it; 171 a tull purpoſe 


le and dia put ourſelves 

into the hands of Go!. to be pur- 
Rgcd and ſanctified. That ſo beiog 
Fenew'd in the ſpirit of our mind, F-ph.-iv. 


9 23. and recovering in ſome good de- 
* 


at | Tor the original pertection of our 
la- Arure ; that 13, being turn: A in the 
a pent and inclination of the ſoul to 
"- od, we may be qualified to enjoy 
ige 4 im, by fiiſt making Him our choice. 
+ af Which cannot otherwiſe be. For hap- 
zt ineſs of any kind undefired, is im— 
4d Poffible, and a contradiction in na- 
in; 3 ture. 
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We alſh promiſe to believe all the 
Articles of the Chriſtian Faith; and 
to keep God's holy will aud commanqd=- 
ments, and walk in the ſame a'! the 
days of our life, But theſe will be 
c:nſider'd when we come to ſpeak 
of, the Chriſtian Faith, and Chriſtian 
Obedience. 

And I ſhou'd now according to my 
propoſed method, teach you how to 
apply what bas been ſaid at this time; 
and exhort you to bring it home to 


Yourſeives, by turning it into ſo many 


heads of felfi-examination. But this will 
be the butinels of another Lord's 
Day. 

In the mean time confider what 
has been ſaid. Think of thele things 
with That ſeriouſneſs, which your 
great concern in them demands of 
you, from this moment to the laſt 
nour of your breath. | 

Judge of your religious ſtate by 
tour willingneſs to be inftructed, and 
real delire to profit by what you heer. 
And the Lard give you underſtanding in 
all things. 


LECT. 
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| HF. Church-catechiſm having in- 
ſtructed us in the nature of the 
. Chriſtian Covenant; the great bleſſings 
made over to us in it on God's part; 
and the engugements we bring our- 
ſel tes under on ours; calls upon us 
in the next place to bethink ourſelves, 
whether we do indeed purpoſe to ful- 
fil thoſe engagements, and to act ſui- 
tably to ſo great a mercy in this home 
queſtion and aniwer. 
Q. Doft thou not think that thou art 
bound to Lelieve, and do as they have pro- 
 miſed for thee ? | 
A. Tes verily; and by God's Belp fo J 
il. And I heartily thank our beavenly 
+ Father that he hath called me to this flate 
e /alvation thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. 
And I pray unto God to give me bis grace 
1 B 2 that 
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that I may continue in the ſime unto my 
lives end, 

Here is nothing to be explained ; 
but a great deal to be confider'd, and 
well applied. This is all Heart-work. 
it is the will that muſt do all here. 
It we have never ſo great a know- 
Iedge of our Religion, we can only 
nock God, and cheat ourſelves with 
an empty profciton, till our wills and 
aflections are brought over to him. 
But if any man dcjires to know his 
will, that he may do it, the ſpirit 
Of God will take him in hand, and 
work with him in the right place; 
T mcan in the depth of his heart; 
where only the knowledge of God, and 
divine things, can do him any good. 

Take etpecial notice then, — for 
I ſpeak it wirh great confidence - — 
that poverty, or a low, and labori- 
ous ſtation in lite, is no bir to the 
true Chriſtan knowledge. Many, it is 
true, are ſadly ignorant of what it 
concerns them above all things in the 
world to know. But then it is becauſe 
all is cold, and dead within them, 
Their hearts are averſe to it; their 
affections, and their whole ſoul is o- 

therwiſe 
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therwiſe engaged. If they were but as 
inquiſitive about their everlaſting hap- 
pineſs, and as willing to know the 
way to heaven, as they are to thrive 
and proſper in the world, they might 
ſoon be wile unto falvarion. 

Do fot then put all tirom you; 
and give up your title to the preci- 
ous mercics of Ged, by ſaying that 
you are poor and unlcarned. You 
can know as much as is neceſlaty, 
it God can make jou know it, Read 
what St. Paul and St, James ſay of 
God's calling aud choice of the poor 
ot this world; and ler it tor ever ſtop 
your mouths. 1 Co. i. 26, 31. Jam. 


il. 5. Do you who ſay this, uſe the 


means of knowing ; and take the ſame 
pains to do it, as you woud in a 
matter which you thought very nearly 
concerivd you? Do you advic with 
your miniſter ? Do you think much, 
and with great concern, of your foul ? 
Do you mile a conſcience of pro- 
fiting by all you read, or hear ? Lay 
your hand upon your heart, and fee 
what jou have done, or are doing in 
this great and weighty bulinels of 
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your eternal ſalvation, before you charge 
God fooliſhly. | 
Indeed, my friends, the ſimple turn— 
ing of the heart to God is all in 
all, And this is as much in the pow- 
er ot one man as another; let their 
ſtation in the world, and knowledge 
in other reſpects, be what it will. And 
this turning of the hcart and will to 
God, where ever it is real, brings (God 
with all his power and love into c- 
very foul of man; by as certain aud na- 
tural a working, as the milk flows ſrom 
the breaſt into the mouth of a child. 
Tes verily ; and by God's help fo I will. 
Are you then indeed come thus 
far on your way? Do you ſincerely 
pur poſe and reſolve with the help of 
God ro believe and do what your 
Godtathers and Godmothers promiſed 
for you in your baptiſin; and what 
you are bound to believe and do, it 
they had not promiſed for you; and 
what Tor certain you muſt do if ever 
you be partakers of God's mercies in 
Chriſt? Or, do you hear theſe queſ- 
tions and anſwers, which in few words 
ſet betore us the nature of the Chriſ- 
tian covenant — the priviledges of a 
| __ Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian on the one hand, and his 
duty on the other with as little 


thought, and underſtanding, and true 


concern for yourſelves, as you repeated 
them when you were children ? 

I know it ſticks with many, to ſay, as 
our Church does, that Children are re- 
generated with the Holy Spitit, and born 
again in baptilin, I hase no detire to 
untettle you in this point, as you will 
perceive before I have finiſhed thoſe Lee- 
tures. Bur ler this be as it will, we may 
bring the matter to a ſpeedy iltue with 
ourſelves. Whoever they are, who do 
not taithfully, and underftandingly, ra- 
tity this Covenant in their own perſons 
and anſwer to the whole, and every part 
Tes verily ; aud by God's belp ſo 
J will their baptiim is no baptifm. 
They ore yet in their ſins. It can avail 
them nothing to have been once the chil- 
dren of God, it by their indiflcrence they 
ſince make it appear, that they ſet no 
value upon fo glorious and happy a diſ- 
tinction. 

Underſtand me well. I do not ſpeak 


only of the vileſt of mankind ; Adulte- 
. rers, Fornicators, T hieves, Drunkards, 


common Swearers, &c. ſuch as have caſt 
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off all ſhame and fear, and have their ſins 
written in their ſoreheads. But whoever 
they are, who have little or no concern 
about their iatereſt in Chriſt; and do ut 
cloſe heartily with him tor all his bene- 
fits, from a deep conviction of their went 
of him: If they have had no experience 
of a working-time with God in the depth 
of their fouls; and were never inwardly 
ſtir'd up to call upon the name of the 
Lord, and lay hold of the falvation he 
ofters them; if they have no ſuch ſenſe 
of the evil ot their ſtate and nature, as to 
deſire earneſtly to be delivered from it, 
aud celolve to put themſelves into the 
hands of God for that purpoſe, and to do 
all in their power to help forward their 
recovery; — let them be what they will 
in other reſpects, they are only children 
of this world; they walk on {till in dark- 
nels; in the fleſb, and cannot pleaſe God. 
Rom. viii. 8. 

Brethren, here it is we ſhould try our- 
ſelves. This is the ſearch'ng, convin- 
cing point, Religion is an inward work 
of God upon the ſoul, diſtinctly known 
and felt. Aud whatever comes ſhort of 
this, leaves us in che darkneſs and dead- 
neſs of our natural ſtate, It is true, in- 

lifting 
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ſiting upon real, inward converſion by the 
power of God, always did, and always 
will give offence ; eſpecially to thoſe 
who have a fairer outlide than others; 

and it they have no grols [108 appearing 
in their lite, think nothing of ſin in the 
heart, Which is by far the moſt dange- 
roue, as being the hardeſt to be known; 
what we are unwilling to know; and 
more ſo to have removed. But ! muſt 
ſ;cak, whether you will hear, or whe- 
ther you will tubear. I know that Goſ- 
pel-l'pht is troubletome at the firſt, It 
pinches cloſe; and frets our ſpuits 5 and 
bears hard upon our pride. And, it e- 
ver it dyes it's work, muſt turn all up- 
file down within us. And if what I ſay 
to you, buth now and at other times, 
Was to give jou no diſturbance, I ſhou'd 
conclude at once that | was falle to my 
Office among you, and guilty of keeping 
back the truth. 1 will ſpeak it again 3 
it is no more than 1 — 5 this anſwer of 
our Church-eatechiſm gives occation ior; 
and who knows but God may ſpeak 
too 7 

What then does thy heart ſay > Is it 
the inward thought of thy heart, that 
thou art bound, as ever thou wilt anſwer 
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it to thy ſoul, to believe and do theſe 
things? To believe that God is thy Fa- 
ther; Chriſt thy Redeemer ; and the 
Holy Ghoſt thy Guide and Sanctifier? 
Doſt thou purpoſe, as in the preſence of 
God, to keep his holy will aud command- 
ments, as revealed to thee in ſcripture ? 
Does the ſtate of ſalvation, which thou 
art called to thro' ſeſus Chriſt, appear 
to thee to be ſo ſcaſonable a relief, and 
ſo neceſſary for thee in thy fallen, fintu!, 
helpleſs condition; that thou doſt clear- 
ly reſolve for the ſake of it fo renounce 
the Devil and ail his works; the pops 
and vanities of this wicked world, aud all 
the ſinful luſis ef the fleſh; that is, to 3 
dread, hate, and deſpiſe every thing that 
wou'd turn thee from God; and fieal 
away thy heart and affections ; and hin- 
der thee from attaining to his grace and 
meicy in Chriſt? And doſt thou hearti- 8 
Il; thank God for calling thee to this AM 
ſtate of ſalvation? And pray for grace 
to continue it unto thy live's end; ſo as i 
thou dolt with and pray for nothing elle; 
as knowing that it is the one thing ne- 
ceſſary; all that God can do for thee, 
aud all that thou ſhou'd deſire tor thy- 
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ſelf; and that if thou doſt come ſhort of 
it, thou art undone tor ever? 

See then what anſwer you can make 
to theſe things. Conſider what it is 
which cur Church requires of all it's 
members. Not an outward form, but a | 
real, inward working towards a thorough 
change ot heart and lite. Being turned 
in the bent ct our hearts towards God. 
And ſo perſwaded of our want of Chriſt, 
and of God's covenant of peace in Him; 
as that when it is offer'd to our choice, 
and we are fequired to anſwer whether | 
we will accept it, or no; and do every | 
thing on our part to ſecure our intereſt | 
in it; we may fay boldly, and with a 

- thankinl heart, — Tes verily; and by 
God's Delp 6 I will. 
| _- And may God bring you to this reſo- 
- = lution, and enable you to keep it. 
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CECT. IV 


MTH. ſecond of the 5 parts into which 

the Catechiſm is divided, is the 
Chriſliau Faith ; contained in the Apoſ- 
tle's creed. So called, not becauſe it 
was compuled, or drawn up in it's Pre- 
ſent form by the Apoſtles themſelves; 
but becauſe it is a Summary of the doc- 
trive they taughe ; ani contains in a 
fort compaſs all that is neceſlary to be 
b<i;eicd, For herein we learn, I. Yo 
believe in Goa the Father, who made us 
aud all the world. 2. I God the Son; who 
redeen:ed us, and all mankind 3. In God 
ihe Holy GH; who ſauddiſieth us, aud all 
1: 4 ce? dene of Gods 8 
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Theſe puticulars rightly underſtood, 
thoroughly believed, and well applied, 
are, in the judgment ot our Church. the 
ſum of the Chriſtian faith, and ſufficient 
for every one's ſalvation, Without this 
belief, there is no being a Chriſtian. More 
than this we need not : : and leſs, the 
meancit mult not hase. 

It then you are ignorant of theſe great 
points of C, 'briftian belief; and find in 
yourlely es no deſite to be well grounded 
in them; di not deceive you ſelxes. The 
fault is in your wills; and your ignorance 
is criminal in the light oi God 

I. The iſt. great Article of the Creed, 
is belict in God ; in two refpects. I. As 
the Maker of the world, aud all things 
init, 2. 41s the Father. The firſt of 
theſe is common to all mankind; Hea- 
thens, Jews, and Chriſtians. The ſe- 
cond is revealed to Chriſtians. And the 
revelation o God to them under the 
character of a Father; es it is cxpreſe 
ſive of the duty and lot they ow®s se; 
ſo it is their peculiar, great privilege 3 
their joy and triumph; the ſupport and 
comtort of their lives. Rom. v. 1. 

The tirit of theſe, viz. That Cod is 
the Maker ꝙ the world, and of all things 
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in it, is common, I ſay, to all mankind, 
They have an unavoidahle ſenle of it 
upon their minds ; by tradition from our 
firſt parents, and natural apprehention 
confirmed moreover by their own reaton, 
The frame of the world; the ſtructure 
of our bodies; the growth ot the lealt 
pile of graſs ; the regular return of the 
ſeaſons, Summer and W inter, Seed-time 
an Harveſt ; the reaſonable Soul with- 
in us; every thing about us, and be- 
longing to us; done for us, and in us; 
brings in ſuch ſtrong, and plain evidence 
of an all- powerful, and wiſe God, who 
made and governs the world ; that all 
are alike perſwaded of it ; learned and 
unlearned, the higheſt and the loweſt. 
All believe with as much certainty, and 
tulne(s of conviction, that they have their 
life and being, and the ſupport ot it from 
(zod, as that they live and move at all. 
And accordingly all the nations of the 
earth have always agreed in acknowledg- 
ing the Being and Providence of God ; 
the homage they owe Him, and their 
dependance on Him, by ſome kind of 

religious worſhip. 
But then here manifeſtly comes in a ve- 
ry wide difference. For beſides that the 
Heathens 
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Heathens had amultitude of Gods; Gods 
many, and Lords many, as St. Paul lays 
1 Cor. viii. 5. And worſhiped the work 
of meus hands, wood and ſtone: I ſay, 
beſides this groſs Idolatry, with which 
mankind was almoſt univerſally infected 
before the coming of Chriſt; and we of 
this nation as much as any ; the worſhip 
they paid their Gods, was only upon a 
worldly account; for temoral bleſſings ; 
outward plenty and proſperity, As our 
Saviour himiclf plainly intimates, Matt. 
vi. 32. when He ſays, after all tbeſe 
things do the Gentiles ſeek , meaning, that 
they looked for nothing elſe from the 
hands of their Gods but worldly things; 
that it was the burthen of all their 
prayers, and addreſies to them; that 
they had no ſenſe of the darkneſs that 
was upon their minds; or deſire of be- 
ing made partakers of the divine nature, 
by knowing and being known of God 

as the God and Father of their ſpirits. 
II. Whereas in the Chriſtian revelati- 
on God offers Himſelſ to be known and 
received by mankind under the title and 
relation of a father; the Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And in Him of a 
ſpiritual race of children; begotten again 
| 39 


— — eENC — 


from the dead d, to an inberitance incor; p- 


(40) 


to a lively bo e by the reſarefion of Ci 2 


bls, and und*filed, and that fadeth not a- 
way, reſerved in beaten for thei ; coho are 
kept by the por of God thr faith unt9 
ſalvation. 1 Pet. xiil. 5 Redeemed from 
he vanity of 2 mcer worldly life; giving 
a! dilige ce to inake their calling e las- 
ton ſure, V eſc ping toe corruption that is 
in the word thro ls . 5 and 
worſhiping Golf in ſpirit and intruth. J). 
iv. 245 That is, with the heart, by 118 
ip; rif, t TI {piritt 12] ble! fliags. 


fortable an article of cur faith; and ſo 
n:celtary a diſtinction of a Chriſtian, that 
without it we are no better than Hea- 
thens, Whatever we may think ot our= 
ſelves; let us now ſee how we ſhou'd 
conſider, _ apply it; and judge of ours 


And as this is {5 plorious, and com- \ if 


ſelves by 


Sr. Pail Rom. viii. 15, | caking of 

e difference ot Chriſtians trum what 
hs ey were in their former, unconverted 
ſtate, makes it to conliſt chiefly | in this; 
That they bad received the ſpirit of adop= 
tion, whereby Wwe cry Aba, Father, And 
again, Gal. iv 5, 6. He lays it down 
as the great point, and principal «nd of 
Redemp- 
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Redemption that we can now call God, 
Father, by the Spirit of his fon given 
into our hearts. For Sonſhip implies all; 
favour, protection, and ſupport. And 
by being taken into the ſtate of children, 
we become heirs of God, and joiut-heirs 
with Chriſt Rom. viii. 17. Being ſeal- 
ed with the holy ſpirit of promiſe, which 
is the earneſt of our inberitance. 2 Cor. 
1. 22, | 

Do you then thus believe in God the 
Father ? That he is your God and Fa- 
ther in Chriſt ? He is your Maker and 
Father by creation; and ſo by neceſlity. 
But have you taken him for your Father 


by your own free choice? Do you re- 


Joice in him as ſuch ; reſt in him, and 
make him your bleſſedneſs, and final 


end ? Is the offer which the Lord al- 


mighty makes you, of being your Fa- 


ther, of walking and dwelling in you, and 


taking you for his ſons and daaghters, 
2 Cor, vi. 16, 18. ſo precious to you, 
that you prize it above all the world, 
and think it the great priviledge, and 
neceſſaty conſequence of your high call- 


ing in Chriſt; to have the Spirit itfelf 


bear witneſ5 with your ſpirit, that you are 
the children of- God? Rom. viii. 16. 
Firſt 
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Firſt by his grace and mercy; that you 
may be ſo by ſimilitude of nature; and 
a new creation to his Image in righte= 
ouſneſs and true holineſs, 

Thus, I ſay, we ſhou'd think of this 
Article of our Creed; and judge of our 
religious ſtate according to our inward 
ſenſe or belief of it, For God is either 
a reconciled Father in Chriſt ; or out of 
him a conſuming fire. And we mult ci— 
ther walk before God as dear children in 
love, belicving, and rejoicing in our a— 
doption; or groundleſsly preſume upon 
his mercy 3 or be under a continual 
dread of his juſtice. The firſt of theſe 
is the Chriſtian ſtate; the ſecond is a ſtate 
of dangerous, carnal ſecurity; the laſt 
is a {laviſh ſtare, full of fears and ter- 
rors; and if we think of God at all, 
will deſtroy the comfort of our lives. 

Know then the mighty bleſſing ot 
being able to call God, Father. And 
that not receiving him into our hearts, 
as ſuch ; freely reconciled to us; no 
longer entring into judgment with us ; 
and waiting to fill us with all ſpiritual 
bleſſings in Chriſt 3 is the ſame thing in 
Scripture account, Eph ii. 12. as being 
without God in the world. a 

It 
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It is true, He is the common friend 
and father of the univerſc; He ſendeth 
rain on the juſt, and on the unjuſt; and 
doth good to the evil, and unthanktul, 
But He therefore loads us with his be- 
netits in this lite, and docs good to our 
bodies, that we might ſeek him in a bet- 
ter capacity, if baply we might feel after 
bim, and find him; that is to ſay, in his 
gracious preſence in our ſouls. Compare 
Acts xiv, 17. xvii, 27 And if we on- 
ly worthip him as the God ot our bodies, 
who giveth rain, and ftuitful ſcaſons; 
He is {till an unknown Ged to us. We 
do not yet know Him in the way He 
deſires to be known f us; and in which 
alone He can be yur Got to all e— 
tervity'. ; | | 

W hen ever then vu repeat this Arti- 
cle ot your Creed, remember to preſs it 
upon your minds in ſome fuch manner 
as this. Is God my Father? Docs He 
take me into his family, and tieat me as 
a beloved child ? This is mercy inex- 
Preſſible to corrupt, undone creatures ; 
who were alienated from him, and in re- 
bellion againſt him. May l never be fo 
fooliſh as to neglect my title to it! But 
then I know it God has the heart of a 

Father 
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Father towards me, it is that T may ha 
the heart of -a child towards him; th 
I may love and tcar him; and refigh m- 
ſelt wholly to his pleaſure in all things, 
And if neither am, nor Getire to be 
thus affected towards him, I mock him, 
when 1 call him my Father; and ter no 
value npon my being his Sen, and an 
heir of God thro' Chrift, 

I ſay, for the love of God bring all 
home to yourſelves. Do not always go 
on in a carclels way. Do not live and 
dic in the utter neglect of what ſo great- 
ly concerns you. Is all within you rea- 
dy to bleſs and praiſe God for the great 
love wherewith he loved you ? E. ph. ii. 4. 
Do you rejoice in the ſenſe of his love? 
Rom. v. 11. And feel ſo much of it in 
yourtelf, as to know that it is more to 
be valued than thouſands of gold and | 3 
tilver ? Then you are happy; then du 
are a Chriſtian ; then the earneſt of the 
Spirit is given into your heart. 2 Cor. i. 
22. And wu are ſealed unto the day of 
Redemption. Eph. iv. 30. 

On the other hand, whoever they are 
who have cold and lifeleſs notions of this 
great Article ot our faith; it they make 
no account of having God tor their Fa- 

ther 
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ther; or at the beſt think more of him 


f as the God of their b dies, than of their 


* ſouls, and of their [Father which is in 
heaven; where their treaſure and inhe— 
1 ritance is, and where their hearts ſhuu'd 


de; they are not Chiiſtians; they 

are not et in Th iſt. For all who are 

| {LR fob God, even the Father of our Lord 
1. | Jeſus Chrijt ; E. h. i. 3. rej ice in their 

| ; j Sonſhip; a SY long to 0 and love God 

more and more. 

i 5 0 May God bring us to his Son; that 

= | jt he may bring s again 10 God, wathed 

: . in his blood: 5 and reveal hin lO OUP 

hearts, as a graciuus, reconciled Father, 

5 * Matt. xi. 27. | | | 
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UR Church ſums up the Apoſtles 
Creed it} thele three Articles. 

I. Belief in God the Father, aud maker f 
of heaven aud earth. 2. In God the Son, WE | 
the Redeemer of ail mankind. 3. In God R$ ; 
the Holy Ghoſt, the San#ifler of all the | | 
elect people of God. The belief of theſe ( 
4 

! 


points is ſo neceſſary, that it is a vain 
thing to think of being a Chriſtian with- 
out them, 

And by the belief of theſe Articles, I ( 
do not mean barely repeating, or aſſen- 1 
ting to them; and ſo thinking no more / 
of the great concern We have in them, | 4 
But receiving them into our hearts; li- h 

Wo t 
g 
v 
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ving under a conſtant, habitual ſenſe of 
them ; being ſo perſwaded of the will 
of God for the ſalvation of all, and every 
one of us in particular, according to "oo 

"THY 8 Qe 


LS. | 9 


4 
15 
FEE 
* 


(47) 

glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, as to reſt our 
ſouls upon it; to look for ow great coin- 
fort from it; and pray continually tor 
our eftabliſhment, and increale in it. 

'The firit of theſe, viz. Leid in God 
the Father, I have already ſpoken to; 
and am now to ſpeak of the other two, 
viz. belief in God the Son, the Redeemer 
of all mankind ; and in God the Holy 
Ghoſt, the Dandificr of all the eled people 
of God. 
4 II. When therefore you hear that Tod 
the Son redeemed you, and ail mankind ; 
think thus with yourſelf-— What was 
the ſtate and condition of mankind to 
require ſuch a Redemption? How did 
Chriſt redeem me, and all mankind ? 
And what mult I do to be a partaker of 
his Redemption; 

In anſwer to the firſt of theſe The 
ſtate and condition of mankind was ſin- 
tul ; yea, they were dead in treſpaſſes and 


Jus. Eph. ii. 1, 10. The firit man by 


linning loſt that image of God in which 
he was created ; from that moment his 
true life departed from him. And he be- 
gat bis children in his own likeneſs. Gen. 
v. 3. That is, in his own fallen likeneſs 
of miſery and corruption. Inſomuch that 

naturally 
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naturally they have neither the power 
nor the will to reſtore themſelves to their 
firſt happy ſtare in God. An this is to 
be underitood not only of ſome tew of 
the worſt of mankind, but of all in ge- 
nerl, All without exception are COncei- 
ved, and born in tin. Pſ. li, 5. Rom. v. 
12, 19. 5 Gor xv: 2%: Jo; i. , 6. 
And in their natural ftate, without G0 
in the world. Eph. ii. 12. Let their 
ourward coaverſation be what it will; 
tho' they are good-natur'd, orderl /, 
and civil in their bchaviour towards 
others; whatever degree of credit they 
may live in; whatever they may th nk 
of themſelves; they have an evil heart, 
and an evil nature. For that which is 
born of the fleſh, is fleſh, Jo i. 6. and no- 
thing elle ; miſerably weak. and cor- 
rupt ; deſtitute ot all true {pritual teel- 
ing, and does not ſeek alter God. And 
there fore, they that are in the fleſh, as e- 
very unregenerate ſon of Adam is, can- 
not pleaſe God. Rom. viii. 8. 

Look well to your ſenſe and belief 
of this matter. For if you are not ground- 
ed in the notion of a Fall; ſo as to know 
from your own experience; that one 


man is as truly in it as another; you 
will 
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will neither underſtand the Goſpel, nor 
put in heartily tor your thare ot che Re- 
demption that is in Chriſt, Lor 

2. We bade Redemption thro' his blood \ 
even the forgiveneſs of our fins. Eph. i. 7. 
Col. i. 14. Obſerve it well. This, I 
ſay, is the manner of cur Redemption; 
even the torgiveneſs of our ins. Which 
does not only imply the forgiveneſs of 
all tins to all men; but the necelhry or 
e ery man's being ſaved, that is, reſtored 
to the tavour of God, and the hope of 
eternal lite, by an act ol torgiveneſs on 
God's part, Chriſt, according to the 
will of God, and by his own free oblati- 
on of himſelf, gave himiclt up to death; 
that we might bs reconciled to God by the 
Croſs, Eph. ii. 16. and be made the rig h- 
teouſnieſs of God in him. 2 Cor, , 21. 
And he did not ſhed his moſt precious 
blood upon the croſs tor the great tins of 


2 ſome; and the ſmall, triting tins of o- 


thers ; but for ſuch lin in all as deſerved 


God's wrath and damnation, | Art. 11. 


3. So that if ever we be partakers of 
the Redemption that is by Chriſt, we 


muſt firſt pronounce the Sentence of con- 


demnation upon ourſelves ; abhor, and 
caſt ſrom us tor ever all thought of our * 


( Wore 
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and receive our whole ſalva ion from fit 


to laſt by faith, as the grace and gilr of 


Gol to every man; which no man up n 
carth could ever atcain to by any natural 
ower of Working, Or righteouſneſs of 
oy on; (, and without which the 
belt ot mien are but juſt Saints enough to 

be undune. 
III. But 


(®) Before this Expreſtm is condemned as too 
har, by any believer of »>Gipture, I ' would 
recommend to his very attentive confideration 
the important Jeflon of infrution, held forth 
in the tiory and charter of Foz, That he was 
a perſon of extraordinary virtue, is undeniable. 
The reality muſt be taken for granted, as the 
ground-work of the grand concluſion to be drawn 
from it. Put then he had an undue opinion of 
Ins own rightcouincis, And it is very evident 
to me, that the one, plain fe:pe of the Book, 
»——'R concurtence with all Scripture, in which 
there is a fſurpritig unity ot d:ifion, —ig 
C New him to us humbled, and ſelf-condemn'd; 
in That 


worthinefs, and even harmleſeneſs; and 


BY 


III. But then as Chriſt by his death 
hath dceliver'd us from che wrath of God, 
and blotted out the hanud-writing that was 
againſt us; Col. ii, 14. fo to crown all, 
and compleat our faith in the trinity of 
perſons in the Godhead , each periorme 
ing their ſeveral parts in the work of 
man's Redempticn ; we allo profeſs to 
believe in (rod the Holy Ghoft, who ſancti- 
freth us, and all the elect people of God, 


For Chriſt redeemed us from all iniquity. 


From the charge of fn {tanding in 
full force againſt us in our unredeemed 
ſtate -—— that he might purily to Bimſelf à 
peculiar people, zealous of good Works. Tit. 


in That remarkable confeſtion, which calts ſo 7, ong 
a light upon the hook; and draws the Whole 
of it to a point; and is enough to ſtrike terror 


into every foul of man; viz. I 16hor myself, and 


repent in duſt and ajbes, chap. xi, 6. — And 
the reflection arifing from it is this, Where is 
the man that can ſtand upon his Saintſhip with 
God; or be excuſed from the neceflity of {e!f- 
abaſement, and ſelf-condemnation, if Fo5 cod 
not? ] 


82 il, 14 
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ii, 14. We are choſen in Him to Scn- 
ſhip, and a ſtate of grace, that we might 
be partakers ol the divine nature by the 
operaticn and indwelling of his Spirit. 
Whoſe office it is to convince the world 
the whole, world — of fin. Jo. xvi, 
8. And by that conviction to bring them 
to God, by Chriſt, tor forgivencſs ; and 
work in them all thuſe hely tempers, 
which make up the new man of the G- 
pel; humility, mecknefs, patience, pu- 
rity of heart, and the love of God and 
Dian. N 

And thus it is that the Holy Ghoft is 
OUr Comſorter, and the Lord and giver 
of lite. Theſe are the things which muſt 
renew our ſpirits ; and make us meet 10 
ts be partakers of the inheritance of the 
Saints in lig bt. Col. i, 12. This is the 
peculiar priviledge, and great promiſe of 
the Goſpel times; and probably what 
our Saviour had an eve to, when he ſaid, 
He that is leaſt in the Rindom of heaven 
in the Goſpel ſtate, or Diſpenſation 
of the Spirit ——7s greater than John the 
Baptift ; Matt. xi, II. who did not live 
to ſee it tate place. Compare Lu. x. 24. 
Jo. v, 20. vii, 30. xiv, 12. And u ho- 
ever comes to Chriſt with any other be- 


lief 
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lief or expeRation than to be made holy 
by him, and raiſed by his ſpirit to new=- 
neſs of lite, his belief is vain ; he does 
nothing but trifle with od, and his own 
ſoul ; tin never was a burthen to him; 


) 
and not being felt as ſuch, never was re- 


pented of; and without repentance, there 


can be no true faith in Chriſt, 


But tho' we believe that holineſs is a 


neceſſary part of our ſalvation; and that 
our Sanctification is altogether by the 
power of the holy Ghoſt; yet we do 
not ſo account of That holinets, what- 
ever it 18; when we have done all we 
can, and the very beſt we can, and God 


has done all that He ever will do tor us, 
and in us; as to make it the ground of 


our acceptance to the reward of eternal 
lite. For Chriſt alone, who is the Lord 
our righteouſneſs, Jer. xxxiit, 16. has me- 
rited this for us. And if ever we be 
fount of God in peace, without ſpit and ble- 
miſh, 2 Pet. iii, 14. it muſt be by being 
found in him; not having ——not truſting 


in our own righteouſneſs ; but that 
wyich ig thro the faith of Chriſt, the rig b 
teouſneſs which is of God by faith, Phil. iii. 
9. Who beſt knows what our righteouſ- 


| neſs is; and that man is capable of no 


8 ht 1uward 


— — — ag 


544 


reward, till he has humility enough to 
Oticlaim all merit in himſelf; and re- 
n unde the wretched tolly of bringing 
God, as it were, to a reckoning with 
him. Cod can only make himiclt a deb— 
tor to his own promiſe. And the prom:/e 
#5 by faith of Fefns Chrift to them that be— 
lice, the OCT PIUre Having concluded 
all unaer fills Gul. lil, 22. And That 
not bei- hgnut reaſon, moſt certainly, be— 
cauſe ali are finners. And theretore it 
is well tor the uameriting, fntul creature 
Mau, that he has the ſecurity of God s 
intallible promiſe for his everlaſting hap- 
pineſs. See Rom: iv, 156. 

Now then, conlider as in the preſence 
of God --—- What are theſe things to us? 
Examine yourſelves whether you be in 
this bleſſed faith of Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt; three Perſons, and one 
God? ever working with unwearied pa- 
tience, and univerſal love, for the ſalva- 
tion and recovery of fallen mankir.d ? 
What has our belief done tor us? Is it 
in the head, or in the heart? Is it a 
living, or a dead faith? Is the love of 
God ſhed al road in cur hearts? Rom. , F. 
Is God indeed our Father; the Son our 
Redeeier; aud the Holy Ghoſt our Saug- 


722 
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ier? And do se clearly reſelye in the 
yower ol alauighty grace, To count all 
things but dang That we may win Chriſt ? 
Phil. iii, 8. Or are we carcleſs, impe— 
nitent, fleeping W oridlings? Outward- 
ly profeihng the 1c gion of Chriſt, and 
offering up our praversin his name; but 
refuliiig to admit him, with his cver bleſ- 
ied Spirit, into But Hearts; and traming 
excuſes to ourielves for not coming in 
upon his call? 

I ſay again, examine yourſelves con- 
ceruipg the great ſalvation of the Goſ- 
pel ; and ſee whether you apply it to 
your ſouls ; fo as tv live in the comſort 
of it; and rejoice with exceeding great 
Joy becauſe of it, as the wiſe men trom 
the eaſt did, when they had found the child 
Feſus Matt. ii, 10. For we muſt ei— 
ther magnify the Lord for his mercies, aud 
rejoice in God our Seviour 5 Lu. i, 46, 47. 


Or at leſt be inwardly flird up to ſeek 
 atrer him by Chriſt, before we can have 


hope towards (God. And if we are doe 
ing neither of th:cfe, let us not think that 
any kind of outward life will be accoun— 

ted to us tor tigahte ulnels, 
Go on no lunger in this common miſ— 
take. Seareh the Scr ptures daily to ſee 
C4 whether 
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whether theſe things are ſo. Acts xvii, 11, 
Give your hearts ro God in the reading 
of them, with earneſt deſire to have them 
open'd to you. And it they do not re- 
veal God to you, as your Father; the 
Son, as your Redeemer; the Haly 
Ghoſt, as your Sanctifier; It they do not 
bring you to this confeſſiop, and belief; 
then judge thoſe as ſevetel) as you pleaſe, 
who declare theſe things to jou as the 
burthen of all Scripture. But this I am 
perſwaded you will not do, if you ſearch 
it in lincerity ; and give way to the diſ- 
coveries it makes to you of God and 
yourſelves ; and bring your hearts to be 
tried by it. 

As for the other articles of the Apoſ- 
tles Creed. they are ſo contained in theſe 
three principal ones, that it once we ate 
well grounded in T hem, we ſhall of 
courſe live and die in the belief, practice, 
and comſort of all the reſt. 

The Birth, and Srferings of Chriſt, 
his Reſurefion, Aſcenſion, Sitting at the 
right hand of God, a Coming to Fudgment, 
will employ our devout meditations, and 
be ſtuitſul leſſons of iuſtruction to us. 

We ſhall no longer conſider ourſelves 
as members of a corrupt world, but of 

Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's holy Catholic Church; which he 
bath redeemed to Ged by his blood, out of 
every kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
nation. Rev. v, 9. 
We ſhall be joined together in the 
Communion of Saints; or one bond of ho- 
ly brotherhood, huly ſervices to God, 
and hearty love t> men, under Chritt 
our head; with all the ſaints on, carrh, 
and the bleſſed company of Saints, and 
Angels in heaven. 
Rejoicing in the Forgiveneſs of ſius. 
In ſure and certain hope of the re/ure 
rect ion to eternal life, thro' our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt ; who /ball change our vile body 
that it may be faſbioned like to bis glorious 
body, according to the working whereby he 
is able even to ſubdue all things unto himſelf, 
Amen. So be it. May God confirin 
us in this faith. May it be to us the po- 
er of God unto ſalvation. Rom. i, 16. 
Holy. and eternal lrinity, lluminate, 
ſanctity, and renew us to thy Image, 
Grant, O God, that as children of thy 
Family and Kingdom, we may cbey its 
laws, promote its intereſts, embrace its 
ſufferings, partake of its blellings, and 
welcome death as the door of admillicn 


to all its enjoy ments. 
LECT: 
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HE. Third part cf the Catechiſm is 


concerning Chriſtian Obeclience. = 
Which our Church ſets before us in the | N \ 
Ten Commandmcits, deliver'd by God to 8 
Moſes, Ex. 20. and in the anſwer to thoſe Fo: : 
two queſtions —- Whot is thy duty to 1 | 
Gd? and To thy Neighbour ? Suppo— In 
ning that theſe Ten Commandments, np" 
rightly underſtocd, contain the whole of I 


zur duty. And that it we make them the t 
conſtant rule of our actions, and obey 
them from the heart, we ſhall do all that 
is required ot us; and keep a conſcience 
void of offence towards God, and towards 
man. | 

I ſhall not at this time go over them 
Icverally by a paiticular explanation. 


But 


5 
. 2 - — 
FF => — . 3 
FFF 33 
* 


N 
or WR 


(59) 


But according to my deſign, apply my- 
ſclf to your hearts and conticiences. For 
it theſe are not firſt rightly difpoſed, 10 
obedience will follow; thy? we had ne» 
ver ſo exact an undciftanding of the Len 
Commandments iu their Whole, Ipititual 
extent. Andi it they are, we have a prin- 
ciple within us, Which will infallibly 
guide the moſt fimple and unlearned its 
to all neceſſary knowledge ; and keep 
them ſteady in the practice et their duty 
at all times, and upon all oc .alions. 

And in fpeaking ot this matter, I 
ſhall alſo, with the help of God, fſhew 
vou the nature of Chriſtian Obedience. 
That jo no carelets perions may miltake 
It ; nor the ſincere, and well-difpoſe d 
perplex and torment themſelves with un- 
neceſſary icruples ; as it Chriſtian Obedie 
ence was impolible ; bat ſerve God with 
„quiet mind, and go on cheartully in 
the ſtrength of goſpel comfort. 

Here then is your Touckitune, What 
does the Lord thy God require of thee, 
O man? Why certainly, nothing lefs 
than is here told us, viz. Yo Leliæve in Hin; 
to fear him; 19 love him with all the beart, 
w!th all the ſlremtb, and with all the 
ind; to worſhip him, to give Him TtW4a3ks; 
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to put cur whole truſt in him ; to call upon 
um; to honour his holy name, and word; 
@nd to ferve him truly all the days of our 
ife. 

You, who ſay you are poor and un- 
learned; meaning by this, that you hare 
neither time, nor abilities, to know what 
God requires ot you in order to your e- 
verlaſting ſalvation; and ſeem reſolved 
to venture your fouls upon this pretenſe ; 
whet is there in theſe words which you 
may not underſtand; and, with the help 
of: God, apply? And if you do not 
conſider, and bring them home to your 
own caſe, how can y u perfwade your- 
{elves that the fault is any where but in 
Your wills? The moſtlearned may, and 
do neglect this ſelf application; and for- 
get God, as well as the meaneſt, But 0 
then the plain reaſon why one man knows | 
and ferves God more than another, is 
not becauſe one is more, and another 
leſs ſcarned; but becauſe one docs, and |? 
ihe other docs not chuſe to receive him 
into his he att. | 

Tab ing it tor granted then, that God's 
Jaws arc given to all; and equally bind- 
ing To all, let their ſtate ard condition 
un the world be what it will, Tn 
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leſs a penalty than death eternal ; let me 
ask you, Do you bring your hearts to be 
ti jed by God's holy word and command- 
ments? Can they bear witneſs tor you 


that you keep a ftrict watch over your= 


ſelves, and live under a continual ſenſe 
of God's preſence, authority, and Fa- 
therly care over you ? Do you believe 
in him as to love him with all the heart, 
and with all the foul, and with all the 
ſtrength, and with all the mind? Knows- 
ing aſſuredly, that this can imply no leſs 
than delighting in him; deſiring to be 
like him; wiſhing to enjoy him; and 
dreading above all things in the world 
to do any thing that you know will dif- 
pleaſe him? Do you worthip him, not 
with the fruitleſs offering ot a lip-ſervice; 
and with your bodies, only for your bo- 
dies; but in the continual bent of your 
hearts, as the God and Father of your 
ſpiits, where only he can bleſs you, and 
be a God to jo? And do you pray to 
him tor all you want; and praiſe him 
both for what he gives, and what he re- 
fuſes ; quictly leaving all your concerns 
ot ſoul and body in his hands, to be or- 
der'd by him as he pleaſes ? 

Take notice, this is not any over- 

f tri& 
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trick doftrine of mine; but our Church's 
ſenſe of the 4 firit Commundments re- 
ſpecting God, called the Table. Nay, 
it is the word of God, as you cannot 
but know. And more ver bound upou 
us under a curſe, as you may read, Jer. 
xvii, 5. Curd is be that in bis heart go— 
«th / rom the J. ord. 

duppoſe now that with reſpect to the 
6 laſt Commandments, or ſecond Tabe, 
we cou d truly iay, not only that we do 
n» harm, but much good; yet this would 
avail us nothing buiure God. Still here 
is the ſirſt and greet Commansdment of 
loving God with all the heart, Ee. ſtand- 
ing out in tull torce agziit us; and ſtri— 


king us dead with 4 load of in. For the 


ride of our hearts, great as ic 18, Cate 
not ſo far deceive us, as to make us be- 
lieve that, generaily ſpcaking, we come 
any thing near the vblervation of this 
command And herefore in our own 
detence we mult tz<ie up, as I fear we 
do, either with a blind perſwaſion that 
we love God, when we do not; or that 
God both mult and will abate ſomething 
of the rigour ot his law ; and that tho? 


he cujoins obedience under the penalty 


of 
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of a curſe, yet in the main he is tegard- 
leis whether we obe) him, Gt 110, 

But ſurely, O man! this is thy own 
wretched miſtake, and perverſenets of 
heart. Sutcly this is thinking tocliſhly 
of God. Who dues not come down to 
our weaknets, ſo as to leave us What he 
finds us; for that he knows would b- to 
ruin us. And it wowd be much more 
unworthy of him to do fo, than it is of 
a wiſe man to humour a child in ſuch 
follies as lead to his deſtruction. The 
end of God in all his dealings with man- 
kind, is to helpthem out of their wretch= 
cd ſtate of weakneſs, and corruption; 
and to bring them back again to himſelf 
in holineſs, By bringing us up to the 
Rule, and not the Rule down to Us. 
By enlightening our underſtandings to 
diſcern the witdom, and fitneſs of all 
his commands; ſwaying our wills, and 
inclining our afietions, to embrace and 
purſue the go0d he oliers us. 

Let vs then conſider deeply, as ever 
we wou'd be Chriitians, the children and 
friends of God, that the commandment is 
boly, and juſt, aud good ; Rom. vii, 12. 
proper to exalt, and purify our natures, 
and qualify us to live with God in hea- 

Ven 
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ven; and therefore neceſlary, and indiſ- 
penſable. It is an eaſy thought, and 
What no man of common tincerity, and 
and underſtanding, can he the leaſt 
doubt of, that as God loves us, and 
knows what is beſt tor us, ſo he cannot 
deceive us; but tells us the truth; cn 
poſſibly have no other deſigu upon us, 
but to bring us to the belt end by the 
beſt means, And that it we ſet up our 
own wills, and imaginations againſt him, 
we chulc darkneſs inſtead of light, evil 
inſtead of good, and muſt necetiarily be 
wretched, and miſerable. 

But who is ſufficient for theſe things? 
Who can ſay, | am pure, I have made 
my ſelf clean? Till I die, I will not re. 
move my integrity from me; my righteouſ- 
neſs I hold faſt, aud will not let it go? 

ob xxvii, 5, 6. That is, in the ſerie 
in which Jab ſpoke it, Iwill ſtand upon 
it to the lait before God, and man, that 
I am an upright, innocent perſon ? 
--— Alas! not one. He who was the 
the choſen inſtrument of God to trace 
the human heart thro' all it's deceitful 
windings, and knew both ſtates, of God's 


and of man's righteouſneſs, aſfiirms bold- 


ly, there is none that doth good, no not one, 
Rom. 
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Rom. iii, 21. That is to ſay, ſo as to 
Be good, and clcar of all blame before 
God. Here the greateſt Saint that ever 
lived muſt lay his hand upon his mouth, 
and humble himſelf in the duſt, God J 
thank thee that I am not as otber men are, 
will be no anſwer to the ftrick charge of 
the law. And it we ate leſt to ſtand or 
fall tor ever by our own righteouſneſs, 
and the abſolute periection of our obe- 
dience, we might well ſhrink back at 
ſight of the difficulties which are hetore 
us, and for ever fit down in deſpair. 
Here then comes in the enlightening, 
healing, ſaving goſpel-ſcheme ; ſum'd 
up by St. Jaul in two points, Repen— 
tance towards God, and Faith towards our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Acts xx, 21. Here 
comes in firſt the doctrine of Repen- 
tance. Here is our proof of the neceſſity 
of it in all. Love is the everlaſting, in- 
diſpenſable duty of man to his Maker. 
I mean, love of him for what he is in 
himſelf; love and admiration of thoſe 
perfections, univerſal, unwearied Pati- 
ence, Goodneſs, Love, &c. which 
make God what he is; and wou'd make 
Us perfect and happy in our degree, as 
He is perfect and happy; and * 
WI11C 
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which we can neither take delight in 
Him, nor He in us, And it the ſenſe 
ot out being found like him; fo torger= 
ful ot him ; fo alienated trom him in the 
deep ground ot our hearts: does not {il 
us with ſhame and concern, and a uit 
dread oi cternal ſeperation from him; «nd 
bring us to him in tcue repentance, and 
earncit defire of a change; let us be 
what we will in other reſpects, we are 
vile before God; and, if he tpeaks truth 
in his law, already condemned. 

And it to this we add, as we well 
may, the breaches ot our duty towards 
our neighbour z our untair dealings with 
him; the flanders we invent againit 
him, or ealily take up, and liſten to with 
ſceret delight; our anger upon flight vc- 
cations; our envy; our inclination to 
revenge, and unwillingneſs to forgive; 
and what is the root of all, our pride and 
ſelfiſhneſs ; We have a till fuller proof | 

olf our guilt, and the neceſſity of look- | 
ing out for a remedy. 

Bleſſed be the God and Father of 
mercies, CHRIST is this remedy. He 
is the lamb of Go that taketh away the 7 
fin of the world, Jo. i, 29. He is the 4 
great phyliciaa of ſouls, to all Who 

know 
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know their need of him; and come to 
him lick, and heavy laden, and with a 
deep conviction of their tintul, helpleſs 
condition. And tho' God is conlu— 
ming fire 3 and his juſtice cannot over= 
look the trangreſſions of Eis law; yet it 
* can be, and is Jatisived by the atoning 
blood, and perfect obedience Of Chriſt; 
and our God is again well plealed with 
us, for the fake of what Chriſt has done 
and ſuffer'd for us, and for what we ate 
in him ; when once we have received 
him into our hearts by faith. 

But perhaps you wili think, — What ; 
becomes of our Obedience in this way of i 
pardoning tins by Chriſt ; and of being 
accepted in and thro? a Mediator, or 
- [3 Surety ; by mercy from firſt to laſt, and 
o not at all of merit? Js it not a dange- 
; | 3 rous temptation to us to believe that it 
d |} may bediſpenſed with, notwithſtanding 
oft | 3 the ſtrictneſs of the command; and that 


b 
. 


—ſome way or other God may accept us 

without it. Without the perfection of 
of Obedience he may, and does; without 
22 a ſincere purpoſe of it, and continual, 
be daily improvement in it, he cannot. But 
he 4 to anſwer directly to this objection. 
10 Ifay, 1. Faith ſuppoſes Repentance 


4 heart 


668) 


a heart turned from fin, and a will to 
all goodneſs ; and brings us to the Spi— 
rit tor power; and thus effabliſheth the 
Law. Rom. ii, 31. And without 
this it1s nothing but hypocriſy, and « lic, 
2. This method thews the neceſſity of. O- 
bedience; yea, of perſect Obedience. 
For God's law broken, is not ſatisij'd 
only by exacting the penalty due to our 
tins in the perſon and tufferings of Chillt; 
but alſo by having full Obedience paid 
to it by Him in our ſtead, as our great 
Covenant-head, Not to diſcharge us 
from our obligations to obedience ; but 
to convince us of the value Which God 
ſets upon it; ot his concern for juſtice, 
and for the honour of his laws; to in- 
ſpire us with a dread ot diſobedience, 
and bring our ſtraying hearts back again 
to him in love; the only root and ſpring 
of all true obedience; I mean as tar as 


human agency can be concern'd; and E 
without which it is of no value in the | 


ſight of God. For 3, This is the got- 
pel-myſtery of Sanctification; God's own 
method of promoting and ſecuring our 


obedience ; and appears to all the rea- 


ſon ot mankind to be excellently fitted 


to that end. If che love of God in gi- 1 
virg | 
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ving his ſon to die for us; if the love 
of Chriit io emptying himſelf of his glo- 
ry ; and humbling himtelt to take our 
ficth, that he might ſuffer death upon 
the ciofs, and ſave the forfeited lives of 
our fouls from deſtteuct, on, will not bend 
our ſtobborn hearts, what will? Jt 
the kindneſs of God thus wondertu iy 
manitetted on our behalf, will not draw 


* 


from us ſuitable returns of love; and 


engage us in a cue of free, generous, 
uncoultratd vbedience, what is there 
latt in the gature of man that can do it? 
Fly to the mercy of Gud in Chriſt, with 
an humble, penitent, contrite heart; 
and then grieve, and ſin againſt him, it 
you can. Reject it, and then fre what 
Kind of obedience you cai force out of 


 youriclves, I will venture to ſay, you 
will bring your duty into a narrow come 


pais; and ſufficiently pride jourlelves in 
the performance of That little, which 
generally paſles in the world for virtue. 
At the ſame time overlooking thoſe 
Goſpel graces, which conititute the 
Chriilian life; are the work of God's 
Spirit in us; make us like Chriſt; and 
qualify us for the enjoyment of the hea— 
venly happineſs. I mean a fincere love 


OL 


[90-7 


of God and man, humility, mecknels, 
patience, purity, ſeit-denial. I heig 
tempers 10 peculiarly Chriſtian, and 10 
elicntial to tie new man ot the Golpel, 
arc roo much dilregaided even by the 
better pait of mankind 3 and can only 
be delited and experienced, inthe pow— 
er of dn ine faith. 

It is true, the fleſh will iuſi ſtill againſt the 
ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the fieſb. Gal. 
v, 17. So that perhaps the 1truzgle be— 
twixt them will never be over o long as 
we arc in this wail, But then the par- 
don'd foul loves murh, becauſ” much Huth 
been forgiven, IL. u vii, 47. it's natural 
language is, What thall TI render unto 
the Lord tor all his benefits? [t hates 
all lin, as ſuch ; and fights mantully a- 
gainit it, It has reſpect unto Al the 
commandments; acknowledges the good» 
neſs, and neceſſity of them; and wou'd 
no more excuſe to do leſs than is com- 
manded, than to be excuſed from hap- 
pineſs. It does not think that there is 
no tin in the heart, where there is none 
in the lie; but knows that mot under- 


ſtanding, and ſeeking after God, Rom. iii, 


11. which the world makes but little 
account of, is the greateſt lin of all o- 
| thers 


(52-3 


thers; and the root of all evil in us. It 
has the Holy Ghuit for it's ſupport, and 
comtorter; goes on from itrength to 
iteagth 3 grows daily in grace, and in 
the knowledge and lee of God 3 is en- 
couraged amidit ati ts remptations, aud 
infirmitics, by the cnc of 1orgivencis 3 
deiires, and pants alter pPeriecticn, but 
expects fo be 4CCepTod co the iewaid of 
it only in Chiiſt; and in this bcbet 
nds it's g ecateſt comtort; grieving tor 
the remain fer o it's corruption, bur nat 
hindered by it trom lay ing hold on the 
the promiles of Gad. 

Wou'd you then be ſettled in the 
truth ot Chriftiau Obedience? Ibs fun 
is this; firſt be convinced Of your dith- 
bedience ; eipecially againſt the fir it and 
great Commandment. This conviction 
of ſin -x hich is the Spirit's firſt ope— 


ration, and mutt neceflarily go betore 


all the reit ; | contiler Jo. xvi, 8, 11. 
—— wil bring you to Chef. in humili— 
ty, for remiſſi'n. Who by his pe: tect 


obedience, and the merits of his death 
has condemn'd tin in the fleth; ſo that 
it ſhall neither riſe up in judgment a— 
gainſt you. nor prevail over you. And 


when once you ate grounded in the ſenſe 
Ol 


(72) 


of ſo great a mercy from the Lord, it 
will win over your whole heart, and ſoul 
to him. You will ſtudy to do his will 
in all things; and be filled with That 
love, which is the ſulſilling of the lu, 
Rom, xiii, 10. and the toul of obedi— 
ence. You will love God, who bath Virſt 
fo loved jon, 1 ſo. iv 16. and your Bro- 
ther for God's fake. ver 11. And vou 
will earneſtly bzſecch him that he wou'd 
write all his laws in your hearts; as 
knowing affuredly that conformity to 
them is health to the foul, and the per- 
tection of our nature; and that nothing 
can be mercy to you in your fallen con- 
dition, but recovery to a ſtate of willing 
obedience 3 juſt as nothing can be mer- 
cy to a fick man but a cure. In a word, 
the ſum and ſubſtance of the Bible is 
Believe, that ye may obey ; obey, and 
be happy. And it you are not eſtablith- 
liſhed in this belief; if it is not the ſin- 
cere purpoſe, and great deſire of your 
heart to be purged, and ſanctified, as 
well as pardon'd, you rrifle with your 
happineſs, and are a deceived man to 


this day. LECT 
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Tü Church Catechiſin having, 1. 
[ inſtructed us in the nature of thy 
; [3 Chriſtian Covenant ; and, 2, called upon 
nus to cchearſe the Articles of our belict 
» IJ in That antient confethon of Chriſtian 
8 FTaitb, called the Apoſtles Creed ; and, 
4 3. ſet before us the CPrijtian Obedience, 
in the Ten Commandments, and the ex- 
- |} Plavation of them in the two following 
ir | queſtions and anſwers; comes, 4. to 
as WM thew us the reaſon, and necellity ut di- 

ligent Prayer. Foraſmuch as We can 


do none of theſe things of ourſelvee. 
We can neither believe, nor appply to 
ourſelyes the Chriſtian Covenant; ver 
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walk in the commandments of G Jod, and 
ſerve him truly all the days of our lite, 
without his ſpecial grace. 

As our Salvation is the giſt of Cod +7 


us; ſo our acceptance of it, ai 4 I 
iramed according to it, mutt | be ihe wor! 
ot his Spirit in us. And eijproti4liy i we I 


are not well grounded in = Kale wu Hur 
weakneſs, and natural inability, to pine— 
tiſe what he requires Of us; we ſhall be 
apt to meature the extent of our Obedi- I 
ence by our own narrow capacities; and 
fall Into the common miltake, that what ÞÞ 
we can do ol ourtelves, is all we ought Þ 
to do, and all that God expects rom F 
us. Tho? Chriſt ſays. without me ye can | 
do nothing. Jo. xv, 5 And the Pro- 
phet Jeremizh, [It is nat in man that 
walketh to direct his ſleps. x, 23. | 
Know then indeed, O man, that of., 
thytelf thou art not "able to do theſe I 
things. Thou art a fallen creature; 
corrupt in thy heart, petwerie in thy | 
will, and blind in thy underſtanding. 
And if ever thou art recovered to God 
in the way of his chuling and appoint— 
ing for thee, it muſt be by having the 
detre of thy heart turn'd to him in con- 
knual prayer; that he wou'd work in 
t het 
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thee, both to will, and to do, of his good 
pleaſure. Phil. it, 13. And it thy own 
experience has not convinced thee of 
this, the light of Scripture never ſhined _ 
into thy ſoul ; thou art yet in the dark- 
neſs of unbelief. 

The commands of God muſt be obe y- 
ed, Faith in Chri/t dying for us when 
Wwe Were unzoaly, Rom. , 6. begets in 
us an earneſt de ſire to obey them from 
the heart; and a {fear of offending ſo 
gracious a Father, and lo kind a Redeem» 


= er. And this faith is itſelf the gift of 
God, and muſt bz obtained by prayer. 
„ Phil. i, 20. 1 Cor. ii, 12, 14. But 
\ i nevertheleſs when the ſenſe of this Re- 


conciliation hath ſo far taken hold of us, 


i that we can truly ſay, our ſpirit is Wile 
1 ling; till the fleſb is weak, Matt. xxvi, 
41. We are beſet with temptations; 
and have powerful enemies to ſtruggle 
8 with; which we can never hope to con- 
. quer without the help of God. 
3 And there is no way to engage the 
4 power of God on our fide, but by pray- 
1 & 2g always with all prayer and ſupplicatiou 
5 ö in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with 
le 4 perſeverance. Eph. vi. 18. For the 


condition of obtaining kel p and ſtrength 
D 2 from 
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from above ie, AK, ys it ſball be given; 
> knock, and ut fla 2 
ve De J. Matt. \11, 7 And if Me do 
not Comply with this condition, we rc 
neither fit to receive the grace oft (d; 
nor to make a right ule of it, if 1tih u d 
be giv en us. 

So that Prayer both opens us a var 


into the King. lum of God, and of 


Chriſt; and is our only fecurity for con— 
tinuing in it, and living in any device 
ſuitably to ſo great a niercy, For as J 
ſaid betore, the commands ot God muſt 
be obeyed. And it we are not able to 
keep them ot ourſelves às it is certa 
we ate not; it lollows necettarily, either 
that we make nb conſcience of keeping 
them ; or, that we mult be COnvinced 
v1 ene ne cefli: y of Putt! ing our whole 
truit 10 {1 4 Oc; at} 0 * ce ping clule tO him 
by Ciſtant, di lizent Prayer. 
Ob ric tien, that hen our Church 
fa3*, ATy gud 52545 Rucw toit thou art 
zy ot able to do the, 2 things f thyſelf, and to 
cg in the Commandinents of God, and to 
ſerve him, Without bis ace grace; it 
gives us the one ſtrong reaton ot Prayer. 
Our be!p ſtande- Y in the nauto of the Lord. 
Pia, cxxiv, 8. Who only can afford it 
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us. He is ready to give it to all that 
ask it. And it we have nat, it is becatje 
wwe ask not, Ja. iv, 2. 1 ſay, what plain- 


er, or ſtronger reaſon than this can be 


given for the neceſſity of Prayer ? And 
who is there that cannot underſtand ir? 

Bodily want, felt, we think one and 
all to be a ſufficient rœaſon for asking. 
And we are not backward to make our 
caſe known to thoſe who we think can 
and will help us. And it we do not lay 
our ſpirtual wants before God; who 
calls upon us, and commands us to do 
it, and 1s ever waiting that he may be 
gracious to us; with the ſame, nay with 
much greater concern than we dclire to 
have our bodily wants ſupplied ; ir is be- 
cauſe we are ignorant of them; tearleſs 


of danger, and unawaken'd to a ſenſe of 


our condition. In the midſt of life we 

are in death, and do not know it. 
Learn alſo from hence the true ſpirit 
of Prayer. It is the turning of a peni— 
tent, humble, detiring heart to God, for 
mercy to it in its helpleſs, fallen ſtate ; 
ani for ability to walk in all the command- 
ments of the Lord blameleſs. And with- 
out this ſenſe there can be no prayer, 
It we were to fall down upon our knees 
a hun- 
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a hundred times a day, it would be a 
fruitlets labour, God is not glorified, 
nor man profited by ſuch empty ferviccs. 
Holineſs and happineſs is God's glory 
in man; granted to his dchire and tree 
choice. But where this is not, the lite 
and ſoul of prayer; all our fitneſs to re— 
ceive ſpiritual good things from Goc, 
and turn them into a biethng to us, is 
ſtill wanting; that is, a praying from 
what we feel; with an earneſt will to 
experience the power of God in our 
jouls ; trraing us from darkneſs to light, 
Act. xxvi, 18. And quickening us by 
his Spirit to newneſs ot life. One figh 
in this diſpoſition, ftrom- a hungring, 
thirſting ſoul, pierceth the heart of God; 
has Chriſt interceding for it; and the 
Spirit belping its infirmities ; let the man 
live in what part of the world he will, 
It was probably for this reaſon, that 
when Chriſt was delired by the diſciples 
to teach them to pray, He did it in few 
words; and ſuch as tend chiefly to ſhew 
with what diſpoſition, and frame of ſpi- 
rit we ought to pray; viz. for ſpiritual 
bleſſings; as children to a Father, in full 
aſſurance of being heard. I do not mean 
that it is either unlawful, or improper to 
enlarge 
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enlarge in our addreſſes to God, For 
the deſiring, fervent ſoul will ſtrive ear- 
neſtly, and ſtruggle hard for a bleſſing. 
But then the greateſt length of prayer, 


uttered without feeling and without 


mezning, Will not prevail with God. 
When a ſingle wiſh from a well diſpoſed 
will, and an afte&tionate, longing heart, 
which ſtands always bent towards God, 
will find acceptance; and bring down 
our help trom above. 

Have you then conſider'd the weigh= 


ty reaſon here given for the uſe of dili- 


gent prayer; and applied it to your own 
caſc? Does any thing which you know 
and feel of yourſelves; or that the Scripe 
ture tells you of the univerſal corruption 
and weakneſs of mankind ; bring you 
upon your knees before God, to have 
your hearts cleanſed by the inſpiration of 


his holy Sqirit ? Do you pray tor taith 
. to receive Chriſt ; and for grace to fol- 


low his example; and is your prayer 
indeed the very deſire of your hearts ? 
Is the ſtate of your lite a ſtate of conti- 
nual wiſhing and praying according to 
the order, form, and ſpirit of the Lord's 
prayer; and reducing all your delires 
Within the compaſs of i:? — being 
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(g) 
deeply poſſeſſed with a ſenſe of your 
high calling to a ſtate of Sonſhip in 
Chriſt ; Hallowing the name ©! God mn 


Your hearts, and lives-—— Waiting for 
his Kingdom; and tor ſtrength to do, 
and futt his will — Forgiring. loving, 


and living in charity with all men —— 
Praying to be delivered out of tempt a 
tion, aud to be kept from the power of 
evil —aſcribing all you have, all you 
do, and all youu are, to Him only, whoſe 
is the Kingdom, and the power, aud 
the glory; who is above all, and thro all, 
and in us ail, Fl iv, 6.-— And as for 
the concerns of this lite, leaving them 


in the hands of God ; and being content 


with, and thankful tor ſuch things as you 
hy 
Ah! my friends; how can we ever fo 
far deceive ourtelves, as to think either 
that any thing is prayer but the prazer 
of the heart; or that a prayerleſs life is 
a Chriſtian life! And a Sunday's reli- 
gion only, is in truth little better than a 
prayerleſs life. If we believed in good 
earneſt, that Converſion is the otic thing 
neceſſary, where we have now one prayer, 
we ſhould have a thouſand, that this 
great work of the Lord might proſper 
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in our hands. Whatever buſineſs we are 
about, it wou'd be uppermott in our 
thoughts; and we thuuld be breathing 
out many a wiſh for the grace of Gud. 
We ſhould love to pray; we ſhould 
teach all that belong to us to pray ; we 
ſhauld pray with, and for our families; 
we ſhould have daily, ſtated times of 
prayer; and take all opportunities of 
; joining in the publick worthip of God, 
It it is not 10--—1 pray God convince 
ö you os the error of your ways! May he 
: come among us, and with great might 
' fuccour us! And let me beſcech you in 
his name, and by all your hopes of fal- 
vation, tb turn to the Lord in prayer. 
For it is net a vain thing, it is for your liſe. 
The lite of our fouls demands it of us. 
They muſt periſh without it; and we 
need no other token of their being in a 
dead ſtate, than the neglect of it. 
: And if there are any here preſent, 
who thro” the brutiſh neglect of their 
parents, or others, (which all ſuch muſt 
fadiy anſver tor to God) were never 
taught to pray; let me warn them to 
come us alt as they can oxt of this 
wretched, heatheniſh way; not only to 
begin, but learn how to pray. They 
D 5 cannot 
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cannot plead in excufe for themſelves, 
that they know no better. For no doubt 
they have had many calls to this pur- 
pole, both at Church, and in the exam- 
ples of others, and ſtom the inward 
motions of God's Spirit, They have a 
loud warning now trom Me, Aud if 
they will not underſtand, and feek after 
Ged, their blood will be upon their own 
Heads, | 
And I ſay to all; be in fear for your- 
ſelves, left any of you fail of the grace of 
God, Heb. xii, 15. Your work is great; 
your time is ſhort, Know your duty; 
know your weakneſs, and fly to the pow- 
er of God. Rememver eſpecially, that 
thoſe commands which are of ſuch im- 
Portance, that without them we cannot 
be Chriſtians : and in which the conver- 
tion and recovery of our ſouls chiefly 
conſiſts; are withal the hardeſt ; nay, 
abſoltely above all the natural power of 
man; ſuch as Humility, Meeknets, pa- 
tience, the Love of God; and ſuch u— 
niverial, unbuunded Charity to men, 
as can forgive it's enemies; and enclines 
us to love, and bleſs thoſe who hate, and 
curls us. 
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If then you truly deſire to pleaſe God, 
and profit your neighbour by a holy l:te ; 
and would have within yourtclves a com- 
tortable, and well-grounded petſwalion, 
that you give all diligence to make your 
calling, and elefin ſure; 2 Pet. i, 10. 
Watch, and pray. Matt. xxvi. 41, Vea, 
pray wit bout ceaſiug. 1 Theſl. v, 17. Thar 
is, in the continual bent, and habit of 
your minds; that ye may be accounted 
worthy to eſcape, and ſtaud beſore the Son 
of man. Lu. xxl, 56. 

And God grant that we may be ber, 


and watch unto prayer. 1 Pet. iv, 7. And 


thereby commit the keeping of our ſouls to 
Him in well doing, as unte a failhſul 
Creator. ver. 19. 
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MHK. laſt of the 5 parts into which 
the Chuich-catechiſm is divided, 
is the Chriſtian Sairaments. Ot which 


I thall fay 1. mething briefly by way ot 


Explanation ; and then, according to 
what J have chictly in view in theſe Lec- 
turcs, exhort jou to examine you ſelves 
concerning the ſenſe you have of them; 
and how tar you improve and apply them 
to the benefit and comtort of h out 
ſoule. | 

We are told there are two A 
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and but two; that they were cridained 
by Chriſt himfelt; and are thercfne ne- 
ceſlary to vation. Buth becaule they 


have the force of all other divine com- 


mands; and becauſe they arc tokens and 
ſcals of God's covenant of grace ; the 
elpecial means of afiuring and convey= 
ing it to us; end of cur entrance into, 
and growth in the Spiritual lite, But 
then you are to obierve, it is not ſaid 
they are ab/ui/utely, but only gegeraliy ne— 
neraily necitary to ſalvation. So that 
the willul, whether vicious, or carelets 
neglect of them, will Geprive us of the 
benefits of Carilt's religion. The fitness 
and propristy ot them is beſt known to 
God; and to his wiſdom we muſt ſub— 
mit. If thereture he has appointed them 
{or the trial, ſupport, and exerciſe of 
Cur faith; as Banding memorials of his 
mercy, and a publick declaration of our 
want of it, and truit in it; we are not 
at liberty w think the uſe of them in- 
difftercat. They are neceſſary i in virtue 
of the infticution- And it will be in vain 
to ay that thu), are in tv ro wn nature 
incap- ble of oy luce! 2 the cliects which 
are aleribcd them. What can ſprink- 
ling with Lueg bgnity to my 9 
might 


(86) 


might a Jewiſh Leper have ſaid. Never- 
theleſs, the Pſaimiſt looking thro' the 
cover of the outward ceremony with 
the cye of faith, ſaw ſpiritual comfort 
in it; and embraced it as a token of his 
cleanling from the inward Leproſy of 
tin. Compare Levit. xiv, 4, 7. Pſa. Ii, 
7. Thus Naaman did ſay, What virtue 
can there be in the water of Jordan more 
than any other; and yet upon trial, he 
was cui'd of his leproſy. 2 Kings, v. 
And thus if it ſhould be asked, how can 
we be cleanſed from the defilement of 
fin, by waſhing the whole body, or 
ſprinkling any part of it with water ? 
How can bread and wine be converted 
into the nouriſhment of our ſouls ? The 
plain anſwer is, by the ſole will and pow- 
er of God, taking effect thro' the ſign; 
not for any virtue of it's own but thro 
one as well as another, of God's appoint- 
ment. And he can inſtitute ſenſible to- 
kens of the neceſſity of our being thus 
cleanſed, and nouriſhed ; of our utter 
helpleſs, and abſolute dependance on 
his almighty grace; as an act of ſti pu- 
lation on his part to apply it; and on 
our's to receive it. And what we think. 
He bas thus inſtituted, our Church Ca- 
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techiſm declares to be generally neceflary; 
that is, Where theſe Sacraments ma 7 
be had; and not ſo as to exclude any 
from the hopes of ſalvation, who are 
unavoidably hinder'd from partaking of 
them. And as for thoſe who reject them 
from real ſcruples of conicience ; and are 
otherwiſe ſerious in the ctlential points 
of religion, viz Turning to God accor= 
ding to Chriſt, for the operations of his 
Spirit; let them, for me, have the be- 
neſit of this faving exception. tho? I 
differ from them, I date not condemn 
them, Yo cur own maſter we all ſtand or 
fall. Rom. xiv, 4. 

Now tor the Inititution of Baptiſm 
by Chriſt himſelf, we refer to Matt. 
xxviii, 19. Go ye therefore and teach all 
nations, baptiſing thein in the naum of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Gt. The meaning of which words, 
as they may wei: be underſtood accord- 
ing to the original, is — Enter all nati- 
ons into a ſtate of Diſcipleſhip, into all 
the hopes, p:i.iledges, and powers of 
the Chriſtiaz Covenant, BY baptiling 
them; that is, by means of the outward, 
zviſible ſign. And for the inward, ſpi- 
ritual grace, we refer to 1 Cor. xii 1 3. 


By 
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By one Spirit we are all baftiſed into on: 
boy; that is, Chriſt, and his members; 
partaking of the ſame life by the {ame 
Spirit. And to Gal. it', 17. As many 
as have been baptiſed into Criſi, have put 
on Chrift-—— His Sonſhip, aud holineſs; 
what he was in himſcif, what he will he 
again in us; when ever we are fo joined 
to the Lord, as to be one Spirit with him. 
1 Cor. vi. 17. 

And if any doubt can remain of Chriſt's 
meaning as forte ute and pern-tual con- 
tinuance of Buptiſm 53 we read in the 
Acts of the Apoſtles, that it was their 
conitant practiſe to baptiſe thoſe whom 
they converted. We know allo with in— 
fallible certainty that it was continued 
on from Them, thro? all ſuccecding 
ages; and in the principal times admini- 
ſter'd with a ſolemnity, which ſhews 
their ſenſe of it's importance, and the 
great ſtreſs they laid upon it. And to 
convince us larther, ho neceſtary and 
in diſpenſable it is; and that n+ graces, 
or endowments can ſuperſede the uſe of 
it; we lind that St. Peter baptiſed Cor- 
nelius and his company, even after they 
had recei ed the miraculuus gifts of the 
Holy Ghoſt, Act. x, 47, 48. 

Suppoſe 
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Suppoſe now a perion fully ſatisfied 
about the neceſſity of baptiſm, and es 
in doubt concerning the cafe of Intants; 
I wou'd ask him, why he ſhould enter- 
_ tain a thought of excluding them? Con- 
ſidering that neither Chriſt, nor us A- 
poſtles did; and that God expte fly 
commanded the children of the Jewsto 
be circumciſed. Which at once cuts off 
all the arguments that can be alledged 
tor the unſitneſs, or incapacity of Infants 
being admitted into covenant with God; 
and thews that tho* fepentance and faith 
are neceſlary qualifications of baptiſm to 
thoſe who are capable of them, yet the 
" want of them is no neceſſary diſqualifi- 
cation of thoſe who are not; any more 
than the want of a full knowledge and 
belief of the religica of Moſes was to 
the children ot the Jews. It it ſhou'd 
be ſaid that there is a poſitive com- 
mand tor one, and not tor the other ; 
the anſwer is, there necded none. As 
Baptiim came in the room of Circumci- 
tion, without any excluſion of Intants ; 
it is natural to ſuppoſe that no change 
was intended as to them. Becauſe if 
there had, it wou'd have been neceſſa— 
ry to guard againſt a miltake as to their 
calc, 
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caſe, by an expreſs prohibition. But 
as there is no ſuch prohibition, our 
Church declares with good warrant 
| Art. 27. | © That the baptiſm of young 
children is in any wiſe to be retained. ?? 
Seeing that in St. PouPs phraſe, the chil- 
dren of Chriſtian parents are clean, or 
holy, 1 Cor. vii, 14. that is, capable 
of entering into a ſtate of relative, or 
covenant-holineſs. Which, by the way, 


is a very pertinent ſcripture inſtance of 


the baptiſing of children. It being hard 
to ſay how they could be clean, or holy, 
but firſt by being capable of ſuch a ftate ; 
and then received into it by the proper 
rite of admiſſion, We know the child 
of a Jew wou'd not have been reputed 
holy without circumciſion. 

But now the great difficulty is ſtill to 
COme. | 

Whether Baptiſm was ordained by 
Chriſt, as the ſtanding method of ad- 
mitting all perſons into a ſtate of Diſci- 
plethip : Whether the grace of God in 
Chriſt is thereby ſigned and ſealed to us: 
Whether Infants are to be received to a 
participation of this grace, or no: Yet 
what can it profit thoſe, who have no 


experience of ſuch effect in themſelves ? 
Ee And 
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And what does it ſignify which fide of 
theſe queſtions relating to baptiſm they 
hold, who do not conſider the end, and 


look after the benefits of it? 


Did you ever put this important queſ- 
tion to yourſelves, which all ſects and 
denominations are equally concern'd in, 


and muſt anſwer truly upon the peril of 


their ſouls Have I attained to the new 
birth unto righteouſneſs? I know your 
anſwer will be, I Hope % But then do 
not hope againſt all reaſon, and with 
the ſtrongeſt appearances to the contra- 
ry; with nothing about you but the 
marks of careleſeneſs, and a worldly 
ſpirit. Surely where all is at ſtake, there 
is but too much need to ſay to all, Be 
not deceived, It you are a ſerious man, 
come to the trial. What is your hope 
grounded on ? Is it upon your Bap- 
tiſm, and Chriſtian profeſſion ? Or up- 
on an honeſt, ſober lite, and fair carriage 
in the eye of the world ? Or great 
ſtrictneſs in an outward form of religi- 
on? It it is grounded upon any, or all 
of theſe put together, without ſuch a 
change of your inward man, as makes 
you ſleek earneſtly after God, as your 
portion; and brings you to Him in 

taith 
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faith, and longing for his promiſcs; 


know for certain that you come ſhort of 
the matter that is, according to Chriit, 
of ſalvation. Sce Jo. iii, 3. 1 Pet. i, 
22, 25. 

It is true, you will find thouſands 
ready to join with your deceitſul hearts, 
in darkening and explainining away this 
capital Scripture-doctrine of the new 
birth. But I ſay again, Be not deceived. 
It is nothing leſs than the power of God 
put torth upon the ſoul (*) to raile it to 
a ſtate of ſpiritual growth, working, and 
feeling ; or, reftoration from the Fall 


to 


en EEE” 


(*) Eph 3, 18, 19, 20. That ye may Þnow,— 
what 15 the exceeding greatneſs of his power to 
us ward who believe according to the working = 


of his miphty fgower, which he wrought in Chriſt 
20 hen He raiſed him from the dead, and ſer him 


at his own ripht hand in the heatenly places. 
Words ſo weighty, as not eafily to be explained, 
Nevertheleſs, take the ſenſe of them as thus gi- 
ven by the learned Dr. Hammond. Diſcern- 
ing thoroughly the infiniteneſs of his power that 


hath 
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to that liſe, which was His image in 
man at the fiift; and which alone is ca- 
pable ot reaching alter Him; of being 
him to 
eternity. Ajl the powers of fleſ and 
blood, that is, of man in his Rethly, 
carthly itate, are wutterly infufficient for 
this purpole. And it you take never ſo 
much pains to adorn your outward man 
with a civil, and even Saint-like beha— 
viour ; or think that any thing is con er— 
nion, but converiion of the whole jan 


hath been engaged in this work towards us be. 
lievers, in ſubduing our enemies, fa, and death 
the puniſtment of ſin; ard raiſing us finnes 
firſt to a new, and then to an eternal! life. Which 
was a work of the ſame omnipotence with that 
be full evidenced in that .miraculous raiſing of 
Chriſt from the grave, and ex:l:ing him to the 
hioheſt degree of glory next to himſelf in heaven; 
an emblem ard eſſay of the metho'!s which he 
hath now uſed toward us, by the preaching of 
the Goſpel to raiſe us from the grave of ſin to 
a new Chriitian life, and from thence to a glo- 
Tioug eternity. 
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by the power of the Holy Ghoſt, you 
utterly m:iftaxe your caſe 5 and will be 
in danger of rejecting your emedy. And 
when I ipeok ef converition, take notice 
again that | do not mean it only of tie 
Cc: nveriion of notorious linners ; as it 
none but ſuch were called to it. Bur of 
ſuch converſion as is necellary for al!, 
who never ſaw their own miſcrable un- 
we rthineſs ; and conſequently have not 
yer applied in good earneſt to Chriſt, as 


> the only Saviour of all mankind; the 


beſt and the worſt. Call our great work 
under Chriſt, and his Spirit, Commrfuon, 
Regeneration, or Faith and Obedience ; 
and let the foundation of it be laid when, 
and how it will; certain jt is that the 
Goſpel calls us to it, offers to work it 
in us, and that it muſt of all neceſſity 
take place in us. And I pray God con- 
vince thoſe of their miſtake, who think 
they are in the new birth for having 
been baptiſed, and leading orderly lives 
with reſpect to men; but do not know 
what it is to reſpect, and turn to God ; 
and never came to Chriſt, as an inward 
Saviour; taking away the guilt of their 
ſins, Purifying their hearts by faith, Act. 
XV, 9. *, 21. Xx, 20. 

Are 
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Are vou then aware of this, as a 
matter of the utmoſt jinvortance, and 
Trincipally to be attended ty in the 

nal, deep-ſearching religion of 

z, That a great change, 

called here niit dur Carectim. . death 
079 fin, ant a - F877 17. 467140 Pio De 
teouſnifs. mult paſs upon every ſoul 
ot man? And that it can be fought 
atter only in Repentance, or an hume 
ble know ledge of out ſtate and na- 
ture; and reccived by Faith as the 
work of God in all, and the gift 
of God to all? Did you ever ask 
ourſelves what the death unto lin, 
and the new birth unto righteouſneſs 
ate! Do you take the Scripture tor 
your guide; and conſult it carefully 
to know what is the meaning of 
theſe deep expreſſions; and what 
cauſe there is for ſuch a thorough 
converſion in all, as can only be et= 
fected by the power of God; And 
which is to all intents and purpoſes 
a new birth; as it brings on a new 
ſtate and life? and conters a new 
nature, attended with new thoughts, 
new judgments, new reſolutions, new 
hopes, new ſears, new reliſhes; and 
takes 
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takes us from under the dominion 
of Satan and our lutts; and inſtead 
of the darkneſs, beggarly impotencce, 
mean purſuits, and low attainments 
ot the natural man, opens in our 
hearts the proſpect ot heaven, the 
deſire of heaven, aad the powers of 
heaven. 

I fay again, Are you convinced of 
this as what diſtinguiſheth the Re» 
gion of Chriſt trom a itate merely 
natural, and from all other religions; 
and of the necceiliry or attaining it? 
Knowing in yourſelves that you nei— 
ther have any claim to falvation, nor 
fitnels for it, but as you are recei— 
ved into a ſtate of favour with God, 
thro! the alone merits oft Chriſt; and 
made alive unto cd by his Spirit. 
Do you believe indeed that fin muſt 
come to the death in you; ſo as 
your wills ſhall be turned againft it, 
and your love of it into hatred ? 
And that your new birth unto righ- 
teouſneſs mult prove itſelf, as every 
other kind of life does, by ſuch works 
ings and inclinations as are proper to 
to it? That as a worldly heart and 
temper faſtens upon the world, and 
| 108 
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it's pleaſures, or conveniences, with 
'\ the tull bent of it's defire ; ſo the new 
man in Chriſt, not neglecting his proper 
butinets in the world, nor refuling fuck 
comturts, and conveniences as are COn- 
ſiſtent with his main end; has neverthe= 
leſs quite dillsrent things conflant]y in 
view ; and iceks the Kingdom ot God, 
and the righte uinel> thereof in the firit 
place; ttiiving in the Power ot divine 
grace againſt all his corrupt ions; pray- 
ing carnettly tor ſtreugth to do the will 1 


— 


| ot God from the heart, and to be kept 
| by the mighty power of God unto ſal- 1 
vati n. L 


But you ſay, does not this heavenly 
min ſedneſs, this Iiving unto God by his 
Spirit, make us neglect our tamilies, 
= rake us off from the duty ot our 
callings; No. From all carking an- 
Xicty it does, and muſt. But at the 
ſame time fixeth us in «lependance upon, 
andi reſignation to, God; and makes us 
more induſtrious, more provident in an 
honeſt way, and mote caretul of our du— 
ty to all, than we lhould otherwiſe be. 

Look well to jour great concern, and 
the true bent of your minds; and vwhate 
ever time you give to God and your 


E. jouls 


\ 
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wuls Tas you might well give a great 


{| — al 1 n Ore th atl 


you doz you will ſo lore— 


calt your butincſs, as to lole nothing up- 
on 4 worldly account. Ask a labuuring 


na, what h1 


s heart is chiefly upon 


hen he is at work, tho he does not 
AI Ways think of it; and he will anivet 
upon his fanny; and his home at niht. 


it ke could ani 
his work wou 


wer as readily, p97 od; 
„ be as well toll wide 


Aud fo will yours, tho you have your 
cyt all the while upon the ttraight gate. 
Ferhaps the perſon who makes this Gb- 
zection is a Grunkard, or ſpendthritt, or 
un idle walter ol his time. hut hoever be 


is, does he brin 


2 all his time to account ? 


Does he ſpend pone © it in Vanity 5 


Does he conic. 
4 realonable po 


% 


er that Uternit) demands 
tion of it from him, and 


the ſteady application of his mott feri- 


OUS thoughts? 
zus foul is him! 


{aid of having too much concern for it, 
tis to be feared he 1s too little. And 
yy anding off from the truth of religi- 
on, and rej-Ct: 


00d in it, upon © retence that it will 
engroſs too much of his time and 


« }. 4 | F% « 4 
oh oughts, and 


Whatever he may think, 
elt, his All. li he is a- 


ng every thing that 18 


ty a hindrance to him in 
his 


— — e — ñ — — TT 
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J his worldly aſfairs ; he bears witnefs a- 

( gainſt himicli that he is in darknelts, 
and cannyvt yer dilcern good from 


evil. 

But ſome, indeed very many, alledge 
furiher 5; Does not our Church fay that 
we are regenerate, uid born again in 
Baptiſm? And what need then is there 
to look tur the new birth any where elfe 
Eut can thole that ſay this ſuppoſe that 
the end of baptiſm is attained by a'l, or 
the greateſt part of thoie who are ade. 
mitted to it in their infancy ? And that 
what is done for us then cannot be un- 
done, let us live as we pleaſe? Does 
not our Church teach us as plainly what 
is the duty, as the plivileges of thoſe 
vho are bapiiſed ? hat we Gould Fi- 
low the example of cur Saviour CHriſt'; and 
that as be died, and was buried, and roſẽ 
again for us, ſo fbru'd we who are baptin 

ſed, die from fin, and rie again unte rig l- 
tconuſneſs? Does it not tell us, that the 
requiſites to baptiſm are Repertanc? ant 
Faub? And that every one is indifpen = 
ſably bound to look well to theſe quali- 
fications in himſelt? And is not this 
telling us that we run the hazard of le- 
fing all, if we do not? Take hecd 

E 2 theres 
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therefore of miſtaking, and abuſing your 
haptilin. Look upon it as the token and 
tal of God's mercy to you in Chriſt 3 
20 hing you frem your fins in his U; 
Rev. 1, 5 but /et uot {iu reign in your 
zunurtal bodies, Rom vi, 12. As jt does, 
according to the whole tenor of Scrip— 
tur, notwithſtandmg all the accomplith- 
men's of the old main, ni you have a 
new being in Chriſt; and can gy forth 
77 the /irength of the Lord G 4% ard make 
mention of bis Ttghteoujneſs 61/y Ha. Ixx1, 
16. Make not your bap: 91 4 preteule 
for ſtancling {tl in your 0 luftian courte; 
or or being as the heath Hs WHO RECW ,-,jj 
God, I | tical lVs, 5 Sh "} That 18, O 
know nothing of him but by the bare 


(, I would be thought to ſay this with a be- 
coming regari to the caſe of thoſe Heathens, 
who not hang Chriſt preached to them outward- 
iy, ſeem nerertheleſs % have had a meaſure, 
ani ſome of them a oreat one, of the Spirit; 
ani who I therefore hope and believe will be 
admitted to a ſhare of the mercies of God in 
Chriſt, 

ſight 


light of niture; and therefore do not 
know him in the only Wa, „ in which ke 
can, amt delires to be kr by us; us 
t le God and Father 0 73 5 I pirits ; 
7 ig us With ail ſbiritual bleſSings in 

i Eph. i, 1 ;. In hom alone we 
are "Aaccep ted—-And qwickening us by 


his Sbetr. j 
Pep 


þ-- 5 
Making 


g ' 2 
% che day of his 
4 tree ſurrender 


7 
1 3 
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that ſo we may 


po 


be a wilting 


Pia cx. 
Ot dur 


4 


* 


1CAairs 


to hen From a ſenſe Ot his love: e 
En 'd> < With 1g bi {1} the 19% - a 77 an; „ bpb. 
10 ly 16 ana hears te Tis /) the pra F 52 


kim who bath called us 
to bis marovelicus lig H 


think, 


Pet. 


itt, 
Noro unte him that is able to do excree 
dins abund:ntly.abve all ihat we ask or 


ut of da Ee 


3 1 - 


8 


according to the power that worteth 


in us, Uito him be glory in the Church by 
Chriſt feſus, throughout all apes, 


without ud. 


A itt87, 


E. 3 
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K rde Ae 


EE ET. Ne; -end XI. 


UR Catechiſm ſets before us theſe 

# leveral things concerning the Sa— 
crament of the Lord's Supper. I. That it 
Was Oi dained tor the continual remem- 
brance of the ſacrifice ot the death of 


Chriſt, and of the benefits which we re- 


ceive thereby, 2. That under the out- 
ward ſign of bread and wine is ſignified 
to us the body and blood of Chriſt. 3. 
Which is verily and indeed taken and 
received by the faithful. 4. That our 
ſouls are ſtrengthened and refreſhed by 
it, as our bodies are by the bread and 
wine. 5. hat it is requir'd ot all who 
come to the Lord's Supper, to examine 

theme 
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themſelves concerning their repentance, 
taith, and charity. 

A tho:t account of each of theſe pare 
ticular; may bs (ulticieat for your un— 
derſtanding of them; and then 1 will 
addreſs my ſelt to you in the way of ex- 
hortation. 

1. The Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per, fo called from his appointing it at 
his laſt ſupper with his dilciples, was 
ordained for the continual rememwvrance of 
the ſacrifice of the death of Chriſt, Or 


as St, Paul ſays, that th:reby we might 
bew the Lord's death till He come. 1 Cor. 


xi, 26. that ie, continually, by a folemn 
ule of it, as a moſt tacred part of Chiit- 
tian worſhip, to the end of the world. 
That as Chriſt, juſt before his death, 
ſum'd up all the divine inſtructlons oft 
the Bible, and all his own, as it were in 
one great point: And inftead ot the 
Sactifices and Ceremonies both before 
and under the law, which all pointed to 
Him, inſtituted a viſible ſign and token 
ot his body broken, and his blood ſhed 
for us; to fix our eyes and hearts upon 
the precious means of our redemption, 
and give us a ſtanding aſſurance of our 
reconciliation with God by the blood of 


E 4 His 


[ 
| 
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his crofs ; So we ſhou'd ever remember, 

and be well aware ot it, as the chic! end 

of his CC ming; the ground ot cur bo; e 

| Hrifliare. 7 hat we 

hows ce and conleſs the infinite evil, 
| | 


ant damnablencts Ot all 15 in this ieveie 
Iniance Of God's 91 icaſuie againſt it 
and every one of us in particular 1 nat 
uin in 5 vw hich nailed the Son of 
as < to the crolg;z and be fo affected 

ih a fene of his love in giving him- 
felt to die for ue, as to unite our heart 
in a ſacred bond ot gratirude to hm; 
and embrace all opportunities of te! lily 
ing, and con lüirming Our faith in his pro- 
Pittatory lie and ſactifice: and ex ect 
ail ſuch benefits. from this ſolemn rite of 
coinmemoratiop, as it was intended to 
Signiſy, and ccnvey to us. Which we 
are here told a 

2. is nothing leſs than the body, 

and blood of Chriſt. Not zi the bread 
and wine; as if they were changed into 
the real ſubſtunce of his body and blood, 
but under them; as a lively token and 
ſimilitude of what Chizit is to all true 
believers» Whole body and blood not- 
withſtanding, 


* 

; 
1. 
4 


3 Are 
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Are verily and indeed taken and ra- 
ceived by the faitijul, You need Net 
{tumble at this EX Plaliallyt, it vou Call 
to mind what Chrilt himmel ſo ſtrongly 
inculc:tes, and repeats o citen in the 
6th chap. ot St. 04 hu, iz That red Pt 
we eat bis fleſh, and drin bis bluod, we 
have 1i0 lije in us. (heit t's Qoth and b'od- 
is limfelt. And unleſs he is wrought in- 
to us, fo as to become the ground of all 
ſpi ituzl life in us, we are dead to the 
KR ng lem of heaven. And inuit tor e- 
ver continue ſo, for want «(ft thit refure 
rection-pftinciple — to new nets of lite 
here, to a capacity of cndlcls bliſs 
kereeficr--— « hich he is to all who ac 
Eratted in him by fail. Sec Jo. xvi, 
178. 

So that if our Church had not taught 
us, ti at the jaithiul do truly, and to _ 
ſaving purpoles receive the body and 
blood vt Chriiit ; or Chriſt wmſclt, 
the Author of a new bh ritual lite, the 
Father ot a heavenly nature in us, as A- 
dam was ot the cartr; * — underitand 
it by, and with the“ pi'tit. which comes 
WII * him, and is iafeberable rom hifh 
— It wou'd have concsaled from us a 
very unportant, and anaioiing point of 

E 35 ur 
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our religion. When we know that in 
dur beſt eſtate we are altogether vanity; 
and have nothing in ourſelves but death 
and corruption, till the Son of God bids 
us live; how natural will it be to cry 
out; Wretched man | who ſhall deliver 
me? Rom. vii, 24 And to fay with 
Peter, Lord, to whom ſball we go? Thou 
hajt the words of eternal life. Jo. vi. 68, 

{ wou'd not be underſtood as it l 
thought that what Chriſt ſays Jo. vi 
chap. of cating his flcſh and drinking 
his blood, was meant only of a Sacra— 
mental exiting and drinking; or as if 
there was no time and way of receiving 
lite from him, but by partaking of the 
Lord's Supper. For as he is firſt recei- 
ved by faith, fo the life of a Chriſtian is 
a continual feeding on him, avd growth 
by bim. And verily 1 believe, whoever 
thinks chiefly of Him, as his Daily 
Bread, when he ſays the Lord's prayer, 
a:ks nothing but what Chriſt directed us 
to pr tor, and intends to give. 

But then as he inſtituted this ord:- 
nance for a memcria! of his death ond 
paſſion, and of all the b nefits we receive 
ty Him; As the breag bri-ken, and wine 
puured out, is à lively emblem, or ſpra- 

; king 


1 
Tz 
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king picture of his body broken, and 
blood ſhed for us: And being taken into 
our mouths, and converted inro the nous 
riſhment of our bodies, of the ſpiritual 
courithment we draw from him; And 
as we do then more eſpecially, and in 
the miſt ſolemn manner profeſs our taith 
in, and dependance upon him tor all his 
benefits: We therctore believe with 
goud reaſon, that the conitant, devout 
ule of this Sacrament is not only necei- 
fary in virtue ot the command -— Us 
this in remembrance of me ; but allo that 
it has an extraordinary bleſſing attending 
it; brings us to a nz-arer union with 
Chriſt; increaſes our graces ; and in a 
more eſpecial manner 

4. Strengthens and refreſhes our ſouls; 
as our bodies are by the bread and wine 
It is ſo apt a ſimilitude, and ſo eaſily un- 
derſtood, that it is needleſs to multiply 
words to explain it. Only fix it deeply 
in your minds once for all, that as tis 
body is fitted to receive it's proper nou- 
riſhment, and muſt die for want of it ; 
ſo by the Fall we have loſt the image, 
or life of God in our fouls; and mut 
have it reſtored to us in Chriſt, Ard 
when it is reſtored, it muſt bs maintain- 


F,6 ed, 
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ed, and kept up by continual ſupplies 
from lim; aud by a due prepaiation of 
Our hearts and louls to receive him. 

5. Conhider thereture that it is requi- 
red of them who come to the Lord's 
Supper, to examine themſelves whether 
Hey repent them truly of their former ins, 
fied}: ſity purpof: ng tolead a new 1; e, 7 Ve- 
er Hey nave u li: ey ſeuſe of Sad J Hier- 
cies in Chrifl, with a thankful remem- 
brance of his death , aud be in chi 
with ail men, that is, wh ether they have 
area any ipltitual life in tliem? 0 

„ich Re; C:ifanlce, 7 4 th, aid 0 'h rity 
are un jucltionable ligne. And wherev. r 
they ac hoes can proceed from no »3!! 


il, 
Aiden r ſtrength of our own 5 but 
ace ut 1 ly the work of Ga d's Spi- 
tit in us ſo. au, 5, Plut . 13. 


Under AA 4 1, th at R:pentance 18 {4 
continual, humbiing ſenſe and apy chore 
nen Ot (UTC ſtate and nature, 48 N Plea- 


ung to Cod before cur centethen, an 1 


eficctuul C AL108 , and at thc bs. it, alway s 
imperiect. 


That it is a kt oled e an] belief of 


ſir, as the great ſt o all cvils; as our 


cucle ad cath ; the cauſe oi our ie pe- 
ration 


| 
| 
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ration from God; and expoting us to a 
ſentence of eternal damnation. 

hat it is truce inward thame and con- 
cern not only tor a | our open wilivul tins; 
but allo tor the dreadivul alienation of 
our Hearts trom God; as the greateſt of 
ail his, and ihe rot of all in ine us: 

And that there Ore it is not Only a4 
turning tiom tin, but turning to the 
Lord ; not only 4 taking of one or 
mo.e hrols fins, merel; b:caule ot the 
milohicis and incouvemences they bring 
Up en us in in tis 4 Grill z in which tile 
T1411) Art! I CORN {111 105 ne degtee, W 110 
never turn fo the Lord, but an carneſt 
delire and will to have the bent of cur 
hearts clanyed trom carth to heaven, 
from the world to Gul. 

Undoritand that Vith in one me: ning 
of the word is 4 beliet of the ble, as 
Go't's method of delivering us trum un; 
a the revelation of his will tor our ial- 
Vation.! 

in a4other, it is our acceptance of, 
and cling With this ieich. d ; trom a 
full conviction ut the expedicnce and ne- 
ceſſity of it: 


In 
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In another meaning of the word, and 
that the moſt material, and what our 
Catechiim here chietly fixeth our 
thoughts upon, it is a lively ſenſe of God's 
mercies in Cbriſt; that is, ot cur being 
reconciled to God thro? Chriſt. working 
at the root of all we do; fixing us in 
love, and hearty obedience to him, and 
bringing on a change of our tempers aud 
affections. 

And Charity is a gracious ſpirit of 
love to all mankind , prompting us up- 
on all occaſions to forbear, and forgive ; 
to pity our fellow creatures, and help 
them in their diſtreties ; ſo to hate the 
ſins f all, as to hate the perſons of 
none, but to do all we can to the ſouls 
and bodies of all nien. 

But tho? I have told you what Repen- 
tance, Faith, and Charity are; and 
ſne ed you the mark which all true 
Chriſtians are continually aiming at; yet I 
do not think that none thould come to the 
Communion but ſuch as are poſſeſſed of 
theſe qualifications in the higheſt, or in 
a verv high degree. Sincere repentance, 
and turaing to God undoubtedly there 
muſt be ; becauſe without it, there 1s 
no poſlibilility of coming to Chriſt oy 

the 
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the forgiveneſs and renovation that 14 
by him. But then out taith in hit, rho” 
weak, and ſometimes atiaulted with 
doubts and tears, may nevertheleſs be a 
true faith. And our charity, or love, 
tho it does not come up to St. Paul's 
deſeription of it, 1 Cor. xi, may be in 
a growing ſtate. If none were ty come 
to the Sacrament but thoſe who are as 
perſect as ever they will be, few or none 
muſt come. It was ordained for our 
confirmation, and improvement in theſe, 
and all other graces; that therein we 
might remember Chriſt as the Author 
and tniſher of our faith; and put in our 
clu'm to his benefits. Not by a decla— 
ration of our perfection but by pleading 
our weakneſs and unworthineſs betore 
him; as we thceaqo in an humble con— 
confeſſion of our fins. And therefore 
God fi1bid that auy who have found 
out their fin, and their Saviour; and 
deſire to be found in him, that they may 
not only be reputed but made holy by 
bim; and with as much to be delixer'd 
from the power, as puniſhment of {in ; 
I fay again, God fotbid that they ſhou'd 
be hinder'd, or hinder themſelves from 
coming to the holy Communion. 


I wou'd 


1 


1 wou'd now cloſe all T have to ſay to 
you at this time upon the Catechiſm, 
with calling upon you to examine Youre 
{elves COncerning y UT willingneis and 
Hh Spoon to rechte the Sacrament as 

ten as you have = opportunity to con- 

lier pour Ailfalitton in this matter, as 
a teſt ot your Chritttuniry 5 and 4 {ar 
a0 iot4;! ible mark to judge ot „Ober re. 
gi us ſtate by, a- that in the wand of 10 
you cannor be Chriſtians. Ce it, you 
know, conmuatds i; Ser N tells us, 
that this ſte wing, this nan er of ſetting 
tore. ne { Er. 18 GCath, ane declari 8 
our taiih in it, is to continue to the 
world's end. ihe crit Points ft Chi: ts 
ian xnowiclge are centalned in it; our 
oY enges, Hur duties, our comfirts, 
therein ligniſied, and couve) ed . 

us. the Chr lian Cov enant, the Chriſtie 
an Vaith, the Chriſtian Oledience, FO 
Chriſtian Prayer, are lum'd up aud re- 
preſente- in it; enforced, or exercited 
by it. God's Cuoenant of peace to mane 
kind 1 in the blood of his ſon: Our feal- 
ting at his table, in token of our Faith 
in him, «vd dependance von him, fer 
the pardon OL Our ſius, aud Our acceps 
taiice 


$5.45 
tance with Gcd ; The offer and preſen- 


tation of our Obedience, of ourictves, our 


{ouls and bodtes tobe a e. Monahlc. holy, 
and lively ſacrifice unto frod ; eſpecially 


in That part of it. which Chtiitt himſelf 


lays ſo peculiar a ffreſs Upon as to make 
it the bilge of our o.fcipleſhip, and 
love to him, viz. Charity, or untcigied, 
univerial love : And deveut - application to 
the throne of grace lor ſtrength to do 
the wil of God from the heart, in vir 
tue Of our union with Chriſt, and by 
power derived from him: Theſe, I fay, 
are the great points of this Ordinance ; 
the blethngs, or the buiineſs of it. 

Can you call yout ſelves Chriſtians, and 
yet think this facred action of eating 
bread and drinking wine in remembrance 
of Chriſt 3 in which all God's mercies 
are confirmed to us; and we make a 
tender to him of the beſt we have, our 
repentance, our faith, our thankfulneſs, 
our purpoſe of obedience, our earnelt 
delire of reconeoneiliation to, and uni- 
on with him, in and thro” Chriſt Jeſus 3 
I fay, can you think it of ſo little impor- 
tance, as that you may turn your backs 
upon it when you pleaſe? Eſpecially, as 
it comes to you ſtamped with the aus 

thority 


| 
: 


— 2 


( 114 )- 


thority of heaven, and is the command 
of your dying Saviour? Alas! who 
can look upon the ſtate of things a- 
mongſt us without griet and ſhame! 
'I rue it is, that very tew in this, and 0- 
ther Pariſhes, are conſtant Communi— 
cants; much the greateit part of thoſe 
who do come to the Sacrament, oftener 
abſenting; young peilons, and ſervants, 
generally thinking themſelves uncon— 
cern'd in it; and Some dying without 
having ever received it at all. Brethren, 
how ſhall I expiels my concern for your 
negligence in this matter, or find words 
to reprove it? If this is not darkneſs 
in the midit of Goſpel-light, ignorance 
of Chriſt, and {piritual darkneſs in 2 
country, what is! 

You have no doubt of the neceſſity, 
and benefit of remembring the death of 
Chriſt in the manner he hath ordained ; 
you condemn thoſe who reject this Sa- 
crament; and yet when you are invited 
to it, reiuſe to come. Is not this bear- 
ing witneſs againſt yourſelves, that you 
have but little ſenſe and belief of the 
bleſſing of a Redeemer; that you are 
ſtill unconverted, and under the domi- 
nion of a worldiy ſpirit 3 and prize o- 
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ther things a great deal more than the 
ſalvation he hath wrought for you ? If 
fin was a trouble, and a burthen to you, 
cou'd you flight any means or opportu- 
tunity ot being aliur'd of the pardon, 
and Jeliverd from the power of it ? Is 
Chritl precious to you, and the bent of 
your heart towards hin, and can you 
bea: the thoughts ot leaving it to others 
to ſecd upon his moſt precious body and 
blood? Can you know and believe that 
all your hopes are treaſured up in him 
and that if he does not ſtand betwixt 
the wrath of God and your fins, you 
muſt periſh; and yet when he calls you 
to own him, and be owned by him, and 
receive freſh ſupplies of ſpiritual life 
at his hands, deliberately ang often turn 
away from him? It you had an eſtate 
made over to you, upon the condition 
ot performing and repeating a certain 
action, expreſſive of your love, and gra- 
titude to the Donor of it ; and had rea- 
ſon to believe your title to it would be 
render'd precaricus by a neglect of per- 
formance; which of you would ever 
neglect, or omit it? And if you did, 
wou'd it engt be a proof that you were 
indiſterent in the matter, and in the main 

uncon- 
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unconcern'd about it? If Clvift hath 
deliver d us from eternal damnation, and 
purchaſed our title to the heaven) in- 
heritauce with his blood © And ap point- 
ed this lignificant action of eating bread, 
and drinking wine together in rememe 
braace of him; co engage our aticet? 113 
to him; to thew us the abtulute necelit= 
ty Ot receiving lite and nourithiment from 
him, and his purpote of giving it to us: 
Can you perſwade yourſelves, that youu 
are in good earneit ſecking alter his 
bleſſings, or deſire his graces, whe you 
will not vouchſafe to look upon this ſen— 
ſible token and pledge of them, ordain- 
ed by himſelf; and neglect ſo many op- 
portunities of putting in for your ſhare 
of them, and ſecuring your title to 
them? f 
For the love of God therefore, con- 
ſider what you are doing in the world. 
Examine yourſelves concerning your 
faith, If it was working at the root 
of your life, ſuch a behaviour as this 
could never ſpring from it. And with- 
out faith, you may be honeſt, civil, 
and friendly; that is, good heathens, 
but are not good Chriſtians. Sec Rom. 
viii, 1, 8. Heb. xi, 6. Jo. iii, 6. 
And 
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And for want of That faith, which 
brings us hungring and thuſting to 
Ciniſt, and cf; ecially in the way of 
this Ordinance, pretenſes are multiplied 
under the name ot fcruples, tor abs 
Raining om it, which are never to be 
iarished I rerily believe, that tew in- 
ſtances excepted, they may all be reſol- 
ved into ignvrance of Chriſt, and of 
Gur Went Ct him; and ſectet unwilling- 
nels to cloſe with him. And as to what 
many alledge ct bulinefs, ard want of 
| time to prepare themtelves as they 
#| dught; let chem be cxhorted to prepare 
themſelves as much as they pleaſe, by 
a carctul infpection into the ſtate of 
their fouls, as our church duects. But 
then let them be told, that thoſe who 
truit only in Chriſt, and long to know 
N more of bim, and to be made alive un- 
| to God by him, are never unprepared. | 
| And that wichout this faith and detire, | 

and actual turning to God according to | 
the (x:)ſpel,, all other prepaation is vainz 
proceeds upon a miſtake ; and ſhuts 
them up in blindneſs and deluſion. And 
whoever they are who come to the Sa- 
crament without having, or deſiring to 
Lave an intereſt in Chriſt; we are ſo far 


from 
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from encouraging them in it, that we 
declare aloud it does not belong to 
them; and cannot help beſceching them 
not to mock God, and deceive them- 
ſelves any longer. For all they do by 
their ſhametul abuſe of this moſt facred 
act of Chriſtian worſhip, is to bring diſ- 
grace upon the name and religivn of 
Chriſt ; and put a tatal bar in the way 
of their own convertion 3 by thinking 
they are entitled to the benefits of wor- 
thy receivers, When they are utterly 
unqualified for them, and do not in— 
deed defire them, 

Aud I do in concluſion once more be- 
jeech you all, dearly beloved, by your 
hopes of mercy, to conlider and digeſt 
the inſtruction contained in our Church- 
catechiſin under the ſeveral heads of the 
Chriſtian Covenant, Faith, Obedience, 
Prayer, and Sacraments ; that ſo you 
may examine the ſtate of your hearts 
by it, The lot of the lower part of 
mankind wou'd be hard indeed, if, as 
theyare but too apt to all-dge, they cou'd 
not underſtand this, and all other ne- 
ceſſary Chriſtian inſtruction. But let 
me obſerve to you again, - if they 
do not, it is becaule they are not yet 
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poor in ſpirit, and wilt not underſtand 
the truth of their condition. For 
till this is known, neither rich, nor 
poor, are capable of knowing atiy 
, thing truly of Chriſt, and his reli: 
> pion; they can only prate abbut it, 
and turn it into an empty torm. it 
goes toll as hard with a learned 
man to underſtand how he is by 
nature born in fin, (*) and uu re- 
cerve the Kingdom of God as a little 
(C, as it does with any. of you. 
But the work of grace in all muſt 
be laid deep in this conviction. And 


by it, and by the Spirit of God 


(*) Note 1, Little children, or infants, have 


but one appetite, ko] what they ant, and 
can be quieted with nothing elſe, do what you 
will to them. 2, Young children have every 
thing to learn; are incapable of ſtrikirg out a 
rule of conduct for themlelves; and receive what 
15 taught them with undiſputing ſimplicity. O! 
that it were once fo with us! Cos der Pla. cxxxi, 
and 1 Pet. ii, 2. 
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working with it, the bleſſings of the 
Goſpel will foon be perceived by &= 
very man to be as fuitible to his 
caſe, as meat and drink is to him, 
when he is hungry and thirſty 3 and 
as eagerly ſouglit alter. He will 
not only underſtind, but pray (* 
his Catcchiſm devoutly. He will be— 
ſeech God, as for. his lite, to con- 
firm to him His covenant ot peace 
in Chriſt. To eſtabliſh him in the 
Faith of Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt z and preſerve him in faith- {| 
ful dependance on the ever biciied | 
Trinity for the work of divine grace 
in his ſoul; To love God with alt 
his heart, &c. and his neighbour as | 
himſelf: To know his own weak- 
nels more and more; and be ftird 
up to cry mightily to the Lord tor {| 
help: To live up to his Baptiſm, 
by dying to ſin; and to remember 


* See Bp. Ken's practice of divine Love; 
which is an Expoſition of the Church Catechiſm 
in a continued ſtrain af rapturous devotions. 
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Chriſt's death in the Sacrament of the 
Lord's ſupper; not only as his ranſom 
from death, but as the price with which 
he has bought him into his ſervice; that 
he may glorify God in his body, and in his 
ſpirit, which are God's, 1 Cor. vi, 20. 
And not live unto himſelf, but unto Him 
which died for bim, and roſe again, 2 Cor. 
D, 1. 

And let us all pray continually that 
the God of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Fa- 
ther of glory, may give unto us the ſpirit of 
wiſdom and revelation in the knowledee of 
vim: The eyes of our underſtanding heing 
enlighten d; that we may know what is 
the hope of his calling, and what the riches 
of the glory of his inheritance inthe Saints; 
and what is the exceeding greatneſs of his 
power to us ward who believe, according to 
the working of his mighty power; which 
be wrought in Chriſt Feſus when be raiſed 
him from the dead, Eph. i, 17, 20. 
Amen, 
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